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.BETRAYAL 


This la wbat happened with the 
murder of Rolan Adami la 
February this year. Antl- 

Ftociat Action wara Involved 

la the Rolaa Adam* Family 
Campaign from the inaugural 
maatlag through the 

demonstration* and oa tha the 
laat maatlag APA ettended oa 
31 Juaa 1111. to addltloo to 
lad Action APA la comprlaad 
of a oumbar of groupa 

Including Dlract Action. 
Morkara Powar. Ill, Tha 
Laaialat, Olaagow Claaa War. 
Scottish Republican Banda 

Alllaaca, togatbar with 
buadrada of aoa-aligead 
ladlvlduala. Otbara who 

attaadad thoaa maatlaga ranged 
from tba coacaraad but 


Incompetent, to tba cyateal 
manipulators of tba 'radical 1 
groupings. These ranged from 
the IMP, Militant and tha 
National Black Caucus to 
OACAIA - tha Greenwich 
Action Committee Against 
laoa Attacks.) 

Immedlataly after tha stabbing, 
maatlaga wore attended not 
only by tha usual 'lefties' but 
by real people who felt real 
and lotaasa anger and wanted 
to chaaaal that aafer towards 
tha fascist British National 
Party (BNP). Unfortunately 
their meetings ware takas over 
and run by bureaucrats who 
seamed more interested la 
maintaining thair positions as 
community leaders and 
spokespersons (for whom, one 
wonders?) than in providing a 
direction for tha anger. A 
demonstration was called for 
27 April which was well 
attended and militant. The 
campaign justlfisbly felt 
pleased with themselves for 
the succeaa. Unfortunately, 
that was as far as their plans 
seemed to bo; they had no 
vision of n way forward for 
the campaign; primarily 
because they had no objectives 
and ao strategies beyood the 
march. 

When tbs BNP responded by 
announcing their own march 
for the same route, rallying at 
the point where Rolan Adams 


was Initially attacked the 
campaign was ready to fall 
Into disarray. APA delegates 
supported all meetings called 
to plan a counter¬ 
demonstration. Wa 

consistently stated that the 
objective of the counter 



Jot APA HfgBed f.,. The 
Asoenatoa towards reaching 
Jli objective Involved a high 
wgroe of rhetoric stating the 
lengths to which individuals 
and groups would go to ensure 
that the fascist march was n 
failure. 

This was unanimously agreed 

prior to 25th May. 

When tbs 21th May arrived. It 
was a different story. All the 


demonstration should be to pay 
morn than lip service to the 
'no platform for racists' tenet 
tbnt all claimed to eupport. 
wa argued that this principle 
should be put Into practice, 
that the object should be to 
prevent the BNP either from 
rallying or marching. If this 
dould not be eohtovod. then 
they should be esused as much 
disruption and trouble as 
possible. This wan the only 
principled poaitioo that eould 


"■ »» < that 'now la the 
time !• make a stand' came 

to nothing. It seems that tha 

'organisers' of tha aoti-fasclst 
counter demonstration assumed 
that no principled objectives 
need be met, no thought need 
be given as to what dlffarance 
tha demonstration was to maka 
to the fascists sad racists on 
Thamesmead. The arguments 
put forward by APA wars 
dismissed and the rhetoric used 
by other militant groups and 
individuals la tha campaign 
forgotten. 

It was agreed that a sound 
system mounted oa flat bed 
truck would move to. and rally 
people at tha point where the 
fascists wars to assemble. It 
was also agreed that tba only 
rsason for tha demonstration 
to move would b e to take over 
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PrlSMers AM (INLA), with part Poll deal status by the then 
°* **• money coming from a Labour govern meat and tha 
f* ,n * . wh,efc Included amongst introduction of the policy of 

ID BPlBMi tor* noil __a. _a_a_u_^ 


Its prises art and craftwork 
from prtsooers in Long Kssh 


• «•■*« * the ultimata 


■ud Portlaoise jails. Other I tocrlflooa mods by the ton 
money came from tbs political | moo, the British authorltins 
S okmlL> eventually gave la to rlawt 

The event was addressed by all af the srMnnsi.- s ■ 
three speakers, the first being ood the 
Annette from the justice for criminals— stow 
Dennis Ellis Campaign, who smashodT «*"**«T 

outlined Donate's plight and Another hugely slgaifleant 
the details and implications of result of the banger strikes 

tha case against him. was the election of 

Neit was Pete, who spoke for Bonds to the British oariLam—t 

the supporters of Nick Mullen durtog hto tm? 

(see Red Action Issue 51). ",,,,7 ^ £ 

Nick Is on hunger strike at tha kspsMInaa movement m on 
time of writing because of tha electoral force within the sfi 
luck of response by tha Irish r rnTlas 
govorameat to Niok's protest Today however, the armad 
« UR Ulogal deportation and conflict 7SJ 

Us* 'trtor , . m,t * BC " 1 ,U^r0Un<^ln, *** » Vi»7ttahl e r~.it th5 

After asking tha audience to women itui"** 

sued for the H-block Martyrs ‘-rrlsansil An to. pmZ 
Roll of Honour, Andy Richards RaiottoM Officer Republican 
gave tha main oration, rrtanaan Cnmlla’ Road JaiL 
reprinted here In fall: northern IraUad pointed oat u 


of the hanger strikes 
the a lection of Bobby 
to the British parliament 
Wo foot, ood the 


ele c to r al force within the sii 


the In av lt nhla recall that 


Richards Reiotteos officer. Bepebttcaa 
oration, Prl a n na r s Cnmlla Rood Jail, 
northern Ireland pointed act hi 


| (2XAJ1): 


otoo af bin IBA aed INLA 


On Friday 21 July, Republican 
Socialist Prisoners AM 
organised a commemorative 
•octal la Hammersmith, 
London, along tha same Unas 
•• • similar event put on by 
tod Action In Olnagoo. As la 
Glasgow, the soeial was 
organised for two purposes: to 
commemorate the deaths of 
the too 'B1 hunger strikers sad 
raise money for today's Irish 
Republican and Republican 
Socialist prisoners. 

Despite police harassment sad 


what basically amounted to wtthte tha walla 
being a boycott by just about prlsoa la norths 
every toft and 'Irish' groop la porsoH of five 
London bar Rod Action, the - the right to i 
Leninist sad members of the ctothkm, on prl 
IFM and Individual Republicans, right to fras 
wall over 100 people turned rcsSor n ttoo of 
oot to show their support. sod aoosos to 
rhe event, considering the and reerootto 
aforementioned problems, was feeWtloa. 
very sucoessful, with CBBO The hu*er stri 
being raised for the two Irish culmination of f 
politico! prisoner welfare of straggle b 
organisations. Omen Cross prisoners against 
IIP* of the S» 






The rest of the fascist security arrives after anti-fascists 
hml already been and gone. Never mind chape, don't get 
too downhearted, and remember " Always look on the 
bright side of life... 11 _ 

KENSINGTON 

On the 2Sth May, Kensington Library booked for a mo- 
JSeto?* t'pm'"" W “ b 7 Anti 

£ 2tlL M r l 2?" nted * the 7 introduced 

to the audience by the chair who also provided a brief 
resume of their political careers, some warming ,, vrr 
SO yearn. 

The crowd clearly enjoy in* the sprrti* lr turn* *Alway 

It. *** 01 ^ PU> their 

heads in their hands in despair. 

I^nter on in the evening a* the Anti Fascists filed out. 

•Sr’.rs.i. 0 ' m . .. 

** *" . X rr> * t * 1 ,rom • nPart >y Mice si anon, 

eevemerm people, all anti-fascists were arrested. 

A month later police informed sixteen people that they 
dldnot intend to pursue the matter further. One of the 
seventeen has been charged with "conspiracy to rauat. 
grevious bodily harm with persons unknown* and two lesser 
offencei. 

Almost three months after the event another anil fascist 
w “ chnrged seperetely with Incitement to violence. 

Both the time lapse,the curious nature of the charges 
themselves, the Individuals actually selected, clearly mdn 
cates that the neo-nails are not the only ones <iui raged 
ami , f ^ c( ^ frontB,,on * 1 **«*«*> adopted by the militant 

&SVSSS " ^ ■*"*” - * 

THI MI NIM VOUS 

earlier In the day a contingent of Anti-Fascist Action 
stewards clashed- with a twenty-five strong group of British 
Movement supporter, in s pub near Afabrt good Station, 
prior to the BNP march in Thamesmead. 

The Incident occured when both parties unwittingly choae 
Ibe same pub for a rendevous. 

A. the mtti-f^^ ft| lensd , mo lhp ^ lhmi ^ % ^ 

door (the only available exit) the fascist! realising they 

oT*. XT* w* - . l * ,ort, 7 ** «rt "wmhrred veiled 

theinltm ve by launching a freer ted and vicious attack 

but Moody battle ensu'd before the ami faactsts withdrew. 
When the Ant settled the KM. were beck In control of 
Ihe now deveatated pub, but had suffered a number of 
caaualties with one of four of their number requirl* 
me dical treatment according to police. The police who 
witnessed the entire incident,, but chow not lo Intervene, 
closed the pub, (with the faactsts Mill In residence and 
also another pub nearby). There were no arrests. Ambu¬ 
lances called to the scene were outside the pub, traatlM 
and comf~’ing the injured Inside for fifteen minutes before 
deporting with thorn requiring more eitemive treatment 




























BULLET.... 

BACK OF THE HEAD 
FOR THE USE OF! 


• second in command of • 

battalion in Cypres from 1M2 

• 1994. 

Sooli were tb« aaparlaoooa ka 
bad la mlad la 1170 whilst 
complatlnR hla counter- 
guerrflla manual bafora taklac 





gr i l l i ramr kit 


South Afrloaa Dafanca Forca tba Uvea of 14,949 black*. 


Cana rally tba In tarn at tonal 


tong luapoctad: that 


townships was orchaatratad 


unwittingly collaborated with 


the raglma la tba venture 



Mr Baaaon explained that tba 
8ADF bad raallaad noma yaara 
ago that tba bay to powar lay 
not In military might bat In 
the manipulation of public 
perception*. 

The daatabllialng of Angola and 
Moaamblqua and tha dea- 
truction of tbalr economlea 
through aupport for UNITA and 
RENAMO helped ooaray the 
impreaiioa to tha world that 
black left-wing rule did not 
work. Tha aama tactic*, 
which had pravloualy been 
employed eiternally, war*, aa 
Mr Baaaon eipialned. now 
being employed within S 
African border*. In tha aame 
way that RENAMO and UNITA 
were employed to communicate 
a manage, ao the killer* war* 
aant to wage war In tha 
townahlpa around Johannaaburg 
In the paat tan month*. 

Falla Ndimaaa, a former 
aergeant In Five Reconataaance, 
a 'Special Forcea' regiment, 
ha* admitted that hi* regiment 
carried out one of the moat 
notorioua of the townahlp 
maaaacre* In which 26 
commutera were killed and 137 
Injured on a Soweto bound 
train In September 1990. 

Tha flrat meaaage waa to 
deatroy the moral of tha ANC 
by caponing the myth of armed 
cadrei in the townahlpa 
together with it* organiaational 
capacity. 

Secondly, tha aim haa been to 
bolater Mangoauthu Butheleil'a 
conservative Zulu party, 
lnkntha. 

•Jeat to gat tbalr name know a 
aod fined la tba public 


raid Mr Baaaon. 

However, with the naive or 
enthualaatic cooperation of the 
International madia, thla 
'ream' haa mat with 
anforaaaan aucceaa. 

Thirdly, the Intention waa 
through the violence to apllt 
the black population along 
tribal line* and to create 

tenaion between the two 

blggaat ethnic group*, the Zulu 
and tha Xhoaa. 

Who can doubt that the 

atrategy baa worked to 
perfection and at a negligible , 


Zulu* killing otbar Zulu*. id 
N atal, one of the principal 
killing ground*, It la generally 
a rural-urban oonfllct, Initiated 
by rural lakatha Zulu* agalnat 
urban ANC aupportlng Zulu*. 
Secondly, the Impreaalon haa 
been conveyed that the black 
population la dlvldad along 
tribal linen, Zulu/lnkatha and 
Xhoaa/ANC, roughly on a 50- 
59 basis. In other word*, a 
battle for aacendancy among 
warring tribe* of roughly equal 
aiie and aupport. Thla haa 
bean a major though 
uneipected aplnoff from the 
Initial propaganda campaign by 
the SADF. 

A recant aurvey by the S 
African government funded 
Human Science* Reaearch 
Council, eapoeed thla particular 
myth, putting Inkatha'a aupport 
nationally at only 1\ (I) to 
the ANC'a 53\, while the 
ruling National Farty reglatered 
aupport In the mld-twentle*. 
Thirdly, the credibility of the 
ANC haa been almoet entirely 
undermined by their Inability 
to protect their own 
conatituency agalnat the 
aectarian attack* and 
apparently 'motlveleaa' terror. 
(Why the ANC la unprepared 
and unable la Indeed another 
atory) 

The by-product la that the 
Inatlgatora of the violence ar* 
alao the principal beneficiaries, 
being caat in the role of 
mediator, protector and 
'boneat broker'. Aa with any 
other gangatera, when the 
SADF/Inkatha offer you their 
protection, what they 
principally promt** la 
protection from themaalvea. 
Twalva day* latar, on the 25th 
of June, from another of tha 
world'* 'trouble apota' cam* a 
aim liar admlaalon. The Israeli 
army admitted at a preaa 
conference that It too haa 
been ualng undercover aquada 
to apprehend or ahoot auapecta 
In the Weat bank and Oaaa and 
were compared by aaveral 
laraell officer* apeaklng 
anonymoutly, to undercover 
SAS detachment* In the north 
of Ireland. The role of the 
aquada aa agent provocateur* 
baa alao come under acrutiny 
a there have been caaw of 


bomb* at laraell motorlata, or 
driving laraell oara ap aad 
down road* to attract atoa* 
thrower* who were then abot 
or captured. It waa alao 
established that thane 
operative* had sueoesefelly 
Infiltrated Faleetlaiao group* 
controlling the Intifada, taken 
part In vertoea ope ra t i ng* 
Including tha killing of 
aaapacted collaborator*, 

lacldantally, providing a aoaroa 
of tremaadoaa confuaion aad 
demoraliaatioe within tha 
Paleatlalan community. 

One day later, the laraell 
an*war to Ink*tha waa launch¬ 
ed; a moderate (pro-laraell) 
rival to the PIO emerged 
from obacurlty calling itaelf 
the Palettinlan National 

Unity pony. At a preaa 
conference which received 

wide publicity from an 
enthusiast Ic laraell media, 
(matched only by cyntciam 
from the Paleatiniana) It 
called for recognition of 
the Jewish State, It* pre- 

19*7 border and an end 

to armed struggle ( th>* 
at a time when that partic¬ 
ular option la once again 
under discus*km). The Until- 
unties in approach by the 
various aecurlty services 

la not a rot nor 

la It exclusive to 'trouble 
spots' such aa Soweto, Gaza 
or West Belfast. 

The theory being Implemented 
la the art of counter 
Insurgency, special operation*, 
torture, provocations, 

manipulation of fake dissident 
resistance groups wblob act to 
discredit the genuine National 
liberation forces, psychological 
operation* which ar* 
rationalised by being organised 
■round two inter-connected 
objective*; the re-cooquest of 
the population end the 
isolation and subsequent 

destruction of tha armed 
resistance. Aa Nlco Baaaon 
acknowledged, the officer* who 
now run the SADF have 
"delved into textbooks of 
counter-insurgency" aad 

military and political coatroL 
The textbooks discovered by 
the SADF are the aama one* 
read by the Israel)'* aad the 
same ones used by the British, 
or to be more tipltclt, written 
by the British. 

It waa acknowledged coenter- 
Inturgency expert Gen Major 
Frank Kltson who defined the 
dlvera* mission* that counter¬ 
insurgency should undertake: 
"Although with aa eye ho 
world optotoe aad tba aaad to 
ratals tha attagteaoa of the 
people, ao asore f orce Jk aaJe 


papulattaa m a whole, la 


la tha north of Irelaed. Kenya 
aad malaya had features la 
oommoe with lado-ChlAs; 
Cyprus oa tha contrary waa 
essentially aa urban 

inaurreottoaal battlefield. Yet 
from the jaegl* to the tows*, 
the earn* guidelines presided. 
The fora-raaaer to RINA MO 
and UMfTA were the 'pseudo- 
gangs' set up aad roa by 
Kttsoa In Kenya. The** 
pseudo-gang* ware group* of 
loyalist Kenyan* In the ship* 
of mobile columns, not only to 
track down Keayatta'a Lead 
Freedom Army, bat alao to 
parpatrat* set* to discredit 
them. Latar techalqaes, first 
developed la Asia aad Africa 
ware employed ctoeer to bom* 
la larop*. 

Faeudo-gangs la Cyprus ear* 

called 'O-gangs' who carried 
out miaatoas to exacerbate 
tension aad clashes between 

Tarka sad Oraaks la tba Island, 
ao justifying tha hrltiah 
presence. Again aa la I 

Africa today, what was first 
used against the eaemy 
without, wea later aad is 
currently being used agalnat 
the 'eaemy within', 
la December 1971, la the 
Ltoburn HQ, counter insurgency 
expert* sad officer* In charge 
of the security forces la tha 
north of Ireland attempted to 
draw up a balance sheet of 
operations eg*last the IRA. 

A atrategy was adopted though 
Kltson himself favoured a 
more delicate approach. 

It declared that the situation 
bad developed to such a point 
that la order to Isolate the 
IRA It would be neoeaaary to 
■perk off a apllt within its 
ranks; Initiate a peace-force 
movement; ensure selective 
arrests of Republican cadres; 
set ap pseudo-gangs loyalist 
and republican; to be Involved 
la tafUtratioa of divan* 
groups; manipulating loyalist 
gangs and orchestrating a 
campaign of esaanalnatlons that 
would terrorise the population 

- I 
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COUNTER INSURGENCY, SPECIAL OPERATIONS, 
TORTURE, PROVOCATIONS, MANIPULATION OF FAKE 
DtSHDENT RESISTANCE CROUPS WHICH ACT TO D6- 
CREDfT THF GENUINE NATIONAL LIBERATION FORCES, 
PHYCHOLOGICAl OPERATIONS WHICH ARE RATIONAL¬ 
ISED BY OEJNC ORGANISED AROUND TWO INTER¬ 
CONNECTED OBJECTIVES; THE RE-CONQUEST OF THE 
POPULATION AND THE ISOLATION ANO SUBSEQUENT 
DESTRUCTION OF THE ARMED RESISTANCE". 



for a retire to eormai life aad 
to sot aa a detarraut towards 
a resumption of tba campaign. 
Having cm* ssccsedsd la 
providing a breathing apace by 
thee* means. It Is Important to 


attagattoas of bad <*ith. 


ooatrol over a a c ttoaa of tho 
popalattoa. Tho aooood la to 


Tha third la to associate « 
many of tho prowiooat 
members of tho popalattoa. 


with tha goverament. tha last 
toehalqao li known la America 
as eo-eporattoa aad la 
described by mem Hock and 
Bckoeotiark aa ‘ikuwnlag the 
rovolettoe la baby'a mUk" 
Freak Kltson waa a military 
Intelligence officer in Kenya 
from 1153 • 1953, a company 
commandar In Malaya In 1937, 


Sinn Fain councillor, execute^ 
with a 'bullet In the bncid 
of the head 1 .The PRACTICAL] 
reality of Kltaon'a THEORY. ) 

(mainly through SAS and other 
specialist uaiu); wag* a 
masalas psychological war to 
discredit the IRA and In tha 
short term try aod apllt them 
between left and right, doves 
and hawks, north and South, 
military and political axis. 

Due to the failure and collapse 
of other alternatives this 
strategy waa first adopted only 
partially, haa been developed 
and refined and adopted 
totally. 

It Is la that coateat that the 
Brooke Initiative should be 
judged. Prior to the talks tha 
loyalist gangs want oa the 
rampage with moltlple killings 
In Tyrone and Armagh 
reminiscent of a pattern in the 
early 70s. As Republican 
News pointed out, 

"ae Important by-product of 
such killings la to craata a 
•ease ol hopelessness aad 
despair la tba Nationalist camp 
and to presagaag tbam Into 
accaptlog any settlement which 
will atop tha killings. Tha 
loyalist cease (Ire which was 
anaouncad In tha leal days 
before the Brooke talks began 
has a similar logic to lu It 
fitted Into the Immediate alms 
of the British and Unionist 
politicians lo present the IRA 
aa the problem, aad put 
pressure on the IRA to end Its 
campaign." 

The Ulster Defeoce 


Association, by fer the largest 
loyalist militia, although 
formally independent, owe* 
much of their tralatag sad 
supply of Intelligence to the 
British and especially the RUC 
•nd UDR with whom, as 
various court casts have 
domoostrated, they often share 
duel membership- 
Despite a high degree of 
laflltratioo and manipulation, 
loyalist groups still retain a 
high degree of Independeece. 
Exactly bow much can be 
judged by tb* manner la which 
assassination campaigns bava 
beta twitched on and off. 

ON: In 1972, when there were 
125 civilian victims of 

'motiveless' murders, with 
about 49 assassinations In July. 
Though 99\ of the victims 
wer* catholics according to 
RUC figures, this does not 
mean that all the others were 
protestaau, or had been killed 
by the IRA. The killings 

contributed significantly to the 
international perception or a 
'tribal' war between religious 
fanatics, with tba aim of 
discrediting the resistance 
movement sad to re-establish 
tha Brit presence as tba 
'nnutrsl party' and the only 
guarantee of stability. Having 
recovered sufficient propaganda 
lost during tba cease-fire, 
Bloody Sunday and the 
concession of political atatus 
to Republican prisoner* after • 
hunger strike, they confidently 
presented 'Operation 

Motorman' designed to smash 
Republican 'no-go' areas as 
tba aolutloa to tha violence. 

ON during attempt* to 
criminalise the Republican 
movement, end OFF again In 
1974 when the UDA end the 
UVF offered their support to 
the 'peace movement'. ON 
■gala la 1990 during the pre¬ 
hunger atrtke campaign for tho 
restoration of political (tntus, 
and tfan selective assassination 
•gainst public activists of the 
National H- Block Committee 
which underlined the Inter¬ 
dependence of the SAS end 
loyalist units. 

ON aad OFF again la 1991 to 
give a aense of urgency and 
Importance to the 
Initiative and to present the 
IRA to the International 
community as the only ones 
committed to armed struggle 


lod •• • ooptiquinct, 

responsible for any future 
violence. 

Tbea as aow tha vast majority 
of Mctartaa or 'motiveless' 
murders were Instigated or 
carried out directly by the 
SAS or under their supervision, 
or by armed group* recruited 
among the loyalist population 
which operate Independently 
but under strategical British 
army controL In 1991, an 
Intelligence officer of the 
UDA In Derry turned out to 
be of military Intelligence 
supplying iafo oa local 
lepubUcsn* and feeding a hit- 
list. In June 1991 five UDA 
men, among them UDA West 
Belfast leader Tommy Little, 
appeared for trial It 

connection with leaked crown 
forces documents. During the 
trial it was revealed that the 
UDAs mala latelllgsaca 
officer. Brlao Nellaon, was la 
fact a British agent. Neilson 
was responsible for keeping 
British Intelligence "regularly 
and routinely" Informed of 
people being targeted by 
loyalist hit-squads. 

Power lies not lo military 
might but In the perceptions 
of the people. The population 
la tha key to the entire 
struggle. Whet the various 
security services acknowledge 
by their choice of tactics Is 
that It Is the population Itaelf 
which is dotag the struggling. 
Aa a consequence the state is 
not at war with the terrorists 
of tha ANC/PLO/1RA. It la at 
war with It* own population. 
The level of repression in each 
case Is tailored to meet tha 
level of realstsnee. While 
some of the methods of the 
insurgents and the counter 
Insurgents appear to be 
similar, their alms are 
dlffereat. The aim of the 
revolutionary Is to subvert the 
will of the state: the elm of 
the state Is to subvert the will 
of the people. 




have edmlt- 
tof titrating 


[Taking port In various operati 
one including the killing of 
sunpected collaborators. 400 
have been killed since IM7, 
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LETTERS 


In the June/July Issue of Rod 
Action, yon had a lata Item 
concerning the aentenclnr of 
Danny Morrtaoa and Ms 
comrades for allegedly falsely 
Imprisoning a self-confessed 
pollen Informer, Sandy Lynch. 
While giving evidence In court. 
Lynch made a statement saying 
that ho had no Intentions of 
going supergrass and that bis 
sole Intention was to )all those 
who allegedly hart him. All 
very noble, I'm sure, but what 
of the countless numbers of 
INLA/IRA volunteers who have 
served, and who are serving 
sentences for being caught 
with weapons or who ware on 
operations which bad bean 
shopped by Lynch to his RUC 
masters. Lynch himself has 
admitted working for the RUC 
for seven years and high 
ranking security sources have 


other country willlag to have 
them. England refused to taka 
any supergrasses after Joe 
bonnet, a tuyallst who gave 
evidence against II former 
comrades, was caught robbing 
a Post office In England with 
a handgun supplied to him by 
the RUC. The offer of a new 
country, new Identity and 
plenty of spending money must 
be vary tempting to someone 
caught on an operation whose 
oaly other optioo Is prison. 
Hardly surprising than, that by 
lata 1111 there was a total of 
27 supergraaaea, 21 nationalist 
and 7 loyalist, who between 
them put 477 people behind 
bars. This is more people 
than were laltially Interned In 
August 1171. 

What was even leas surprising 
was that almost all those 
fingered by supergrasses 
walked free on appeal, but not 
before serving from one to I 
years behind bars deaplte their 



Sandy Lynch who informed on both his IRA and INLA 
comrades, (insert right) Father, Billy and Sister, Jackie 
bearing the shame and disgrace of an Informers family. 
(Insert left) Sinn Fein's Danny Morrisson, now imprisoned, 
a victim of Lynch's activities. 


publicly admitted that, a hs 
was the best informer ever 
recruited*. I'm sure he didn't 
earn this dubious title without 
getting many of his former 
comrades Jailed, oper-atloni 
disrupted and weapons seised. 
I suppose It was luck rather 
than design that no volunteers 
were killed while on operations 
shopped by Lynch. 

I doubt very much whether 
Lynch made hts 'not a 
supergrass' statamant of hit 
own volition. I'm pratty sura 
that In making this statamant 
ha was onca more carrying out 
the bidding of his paymasters, 
who did not want tbs trial of 
Morrison and his comrades to 
be viewed by the public as yat 
another supergrass trial - a 
system of trials which cams 
about In 1181 where the only 
evidence against the accused 
were comrades who the RUC 
called 'turned terrorist!'. For 
turniag against thalr former 
comrades, super-grasses were 
offered vast amounts of 
moeey, new Identities aad seat 
to S Africa, Canada or any 


Innocence. At these appeals 
almost all tba supergrasses and 
their evidence were 
discredited. Men who turned 
supergrass were actually 
competing with one another. 
In one case, Robert McAllister, 
a self-confessed member of 
the INLA fingered 13 of his 
comrades. Among those be 
Implicated was Harry 
Kirkpatrick who decided he 
wanted to go supergrass 
himself. He contested toS 
killings and Implicated 21 
comrade with the inevitable 
result that Kirkpatrick was 
adopted and McAllister was 
thrown to the wolves - be Is 
currently serving Ufa 
Imprisonment In Long Kesh. It 
wasn't long then before even 
the moat blinkered parson In 
the world grasped that these 
people would aell thalr own 
mothers to gat thalr hands oe 
the money and other benefits 
and to stay out of prtion 
themselves. At the appeals of 
those Implicated, almost all 
the supergrasses ware labelled 
unreliable and unconvincing and 


ware breaded for what they 
ware - bare-faced liars. 

It was so woadar than, that 
toady Lynch's paymasters 
ordered him to distance 
himself from the sepergraaa 
system aad the stigma 
attached to IU By claiming 
that he was so supergrass 
Lynch was sot, as he was 
implying. trying to keep 
aayoaa oat of trouble bet 
himself, la fact, ha himself 
etatet la court that there was 
no neod to name names as 
aayoaa ha aver worked with or 
need was known to bia 
master*. 

The whole charade was 
designed to portray Lynch as 
soma sort of James Bond 
figure who waat Into the IRA 
at the request of the RUC 
Special Branch, a man who 
was tick of tka violence aad 
who oaly waated to Uva la 
peace. If this wars so, why 
did ha attempt to blow the 
head off a mao he believed to 
be en Informer with a 
shotgun? This doesn't strike 
ms aa tha work of a non¬ 
violent, peaceable man. In 
fact a lot of things strike me 
as odd about Sandy Lynch. II* 
said he atartad working for the 
Special Branch la 1N3 because 
they had threatened to set him 
up by supplying Information to 
a loyalist murder squad. Wall, 
If Lynch was so worried about 
Loyalist hitman, why, attar be 
married, did be nova Into a 
street which was predominantly 
loyalist7 I hava visited Sandy 
Lyscb's house on many 
occasions. H* had the steel 
security gate oa tha stairs and 
bullet proof glass behind the 
windows of his house and a 
crossbow which was always 
primed beside his bad; but 
whaa I visited his house on* 
July, tha whole street he lived 
In was festooned with Union 
Jacks, Ulster flags and loyalist 
buatlag. Why did ha decide to 
Uva la this placa aad commute 
every day to North Belfast 
where ha was an IRA member? 
Lynch Is another success story 
for tha RUC. Through him 
they have managed to put 
away another batch of 

Republican activists and for a 
while tha IRA wUI be In 

disarray, but Lyach should taka 
into consideration that tha 
Irish aatioa as a whole despise 
traitors with a venom 

unmatched by any other 

country In tha world. Tha IRA 
are a tough. raslUant bunch of 
dedicated man aad woman, 
who have learned to bounce 
back against all tba adversity 
thrown at them over this past 
20 years. Sandy Lynch'a case 
will be no different. I aspect 
measures will bu taken within 
tha Republican movement to 
ensure that there will be no 
rupatltlon, no more Sandy 
Lynch's. It Is tha families of 
those put away by Lynch's 
sell-out who will suffer the 
moat. It Is they who will 
hava to do without their loved 
ones for tha nast lot of years. 
It Is they and thalr friends and 
relations who will forever 
remember and daaplsa Sandy 
Lynch and his sort. As for 
Lynch hlmsalf, he has lost his 
family and friends. The only 
ones ha can rely on now are 
tha RUC and he has outlasted 
his usefulness to them; what 
now? H* will spend tha rest 
of bis Ufa looking over his 
sbouldor. Every time be sees 
a strange face or hoars an 
Irish accent he might 
remember the disgrace and the 
sham* ha bought oa Me family. 
Is Mis* 

M Collins Belfast._ 


Dear RA 

I recently left the Socialist 
Workers Party because I 
became convinced that the 
SWP was less than my idea 
of what a revolutionary 
organisation should be about. 
I don't have any horror stories 
about nasty Leninist authorit¬ 
arianism, but when an organ¬ 
isation of 6,000 members 
like the SWP claims "We 
are the left* (Chris Bambery 
at the Socialism for student! 
weekend) then something 
Is wrong. 

The SWP used to say that 
they wouldn't like the rest 
of the Trotskyist movement, 


DESSIE ELLIS 


IRISH ANTI EXTRADITION CAMPAIGN. 
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A Chalrde 

The IAEC Is a strange camp¬ 
aign because It differs from 
other campaigns as li contains 
many battles within one 
war. Whereas most campaigns 
over the years have centred 
around one issue such aa 
divorce, abortion rights etc, 
aml-extruditlon Is an issue 
which has Us htghs, lows, 
victories and defeats. 

At the moment it is totally 
chaotic. The main reason 
for this Is the lots of direct¬ 
ion after the extradition 

of Desale Ellis last year. 
This was an Important case 
because he was s southerns, 
and therefore the public 
In the Free Stale would 
object more strongly than 
If he were a northerner. 
This may sound diabolical 
but thats the apathy In the 
Free state. 

That the Lilia case was a 
classic case with all the 
consequences of a hunger 
strike and a chance to mobil¬ 
ise Irish public opinion is 
clear. Sadly, that chance 
was lost. The reasons being 
the Inability to build on 
the genuine anger among 

Irish people at the prospect 

of Ellis' extradition and 
the failure to focus the 
blame and pressure squarely 
were It lay, on the Flanna 
Fall govt. 

It Is still believed by the 
leadership of Sinn Fein that 
by not hassling the grass 
root membership of Flanna 

clHm to be THE party, but 
now that aeems to have 
changed. 

Recruitment Is central and 
political Involvement is deter¬ 
mined by the potential lor 
recruitment. Something which 
was Interesting and unorthodox 
In the form of the I.S. and 
even the early SWP has 
turned into another ready 
made vanguard waiting 
patiently for the Working 
Class to see sense. 

Although I find your bracket¬ 
ing of Lenin and Trotsky 
with Stalin frankly absurd 
I find alot of your politics 
interesting and would apprec¬ 
iate It If you could provide 
me with more in-depth 
Information of your ideas. 

Your Fraternally 
Jeff Baxter 
Plymouth. 

Repl! 

Red Action does not si as pi 1st- 
ically bracket Lenin and 
Trouky with Stalin, aa Stalin 
led the counter revolution 
in Rinata which did not over¬ 
throw the Communist Party 
but was organised within 
the Communist Party which 
Instead overthrew the workers 
MM. 

However, before Stalin could 
use a bastardised Marxism 
aa It's formal political basis, 
that Marxism had to be 


I Join with Sinn Fein In some 
mythical alliance against 
the British. Well, they won't. 
They will not even stand 
on the same side of the 
road as them. I, when once 
questioning the parentage 
of a copper (was it animal 
or human) was told by a 
provo to "Watch your mouth, 
the Flanna Falters might 
get upset." 

Sinn Fein, ai the time of 
the last Presidential campaign 
which co-tnclded with the 
closing stages of the Ellis 
appeal, swallowed the F.F. 
line that if their candidate 
became President Dessie 
Ellis would be looked after. 
This ploy, when the outcome 
of the appeal seemed doomed 
to fall, coupled with the 
statement by the Irish Justice 
Minister that the Ellis case 
was out of his hands because 
It's "purely a judicial matter" 
was the kind of shit put out 
to create a breathing space 
for the Irish Government at 
they went about collaborating 
with the Brltlah. This it what 
Sinn Fein accepted. 

The night of Detsle’s actual 
removal from Irish soil to 
a British jail coincided with 
a Ireland v England soccer 
match. With large crowds 
In Dublin already, a high 
tension march through Dublin 
look place. People were 
angry that a hunger striker 
would be extradited, too 
weak to walk, to fare a 
biased British system. Any¬ 
thing that represented the 




Dear Comrades 

On the 25th May, the SWP 
along with other left-wing 
organisations and black groups 
called for members, supporters 
and the general public to 
demonstrate In Thamesmead 
to oppose a 'wogs out' march 
by the BNP. I, along with 
many others, was greatly 
disappointed by the outcome 
of the day. 

The anti-fascist contingent 
numbered well over 1,000 
and the possibility of a lesson 
In humiliation seemed very 
real for the 150 nails who 
turned up. Unfortunately 
we will onlv be able to dream 
about whai might have been 
because the amassed ranks 
Df the left (with the notable 
exceptions being Red Action, 
A.F.A, a number ol local 
residents and a few SWPers) 
were a shambles. The counter 
demonstration was taken 
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extradition was liable to 
be attacked, confrontation 
with the copprrs seemed 
Inevitable. This was the 
opportunity for people to 
demonstrate their anger. 
Alas, Sinn Fein had other 
Ideas. Their plan was to 
turn the march swav from 
-onfrontation with the state 
and to Indulge in irrelevant 
speeches. A peaceful protest 
was their misguided aim. 
Thankfully. their efforts 
to halt the rank and Hie 
were in vain. People broke 
through the cordon, marching 
In protest as they should. 
Unfortunately, by the time 
the angry crowds reached 
government buildings, coppers 
had been mobilised. The 
delay caused by Sinn Fein 
Inaction had given the slate 
plenty of time to rrw t. 
A later attempt by the SWM 
(Irish SWP) nlso failed, mainly 
due to their naive approach 
to violence. 

Red Action Dublin has been 
involved In the I AFC i »r 
a long time. Our local branch 
Is one of the most nctlv. 
In Dublin. We are well r.spec 

ted, mainly due to our ability 
to be critical of our own 
faults as well as those ol 
others, rather than just blindlv 
accepting the approach set 
down by others. Wc haw 
developed a local base, main)* 
through hard work, which 
has gained support for the 
antl-extradltlon policy. 

To rebuild the campaign 
will be hard work. The main 
Impetus to this would he 
the release of Dessie Ellis. 
Other prisoners may be 
served with their extradition 
warrant!, all must be support¬ 
ed In their bid to defeat 
these. The campaign can 
be supported In Britain by 
making people aware ol 
the plight of Irish political 
prisoners who fare a hostile 
Judicial system l( extradited. 
The pressure must be kept 
up continually, both at home 
In Ireland and abroad. 
EXTRADITION OF POLITICAL 
PRISONERS MUST BE 
STOPPKD K Mlsr 

Dublin Red Action. 

'Justice for Desale Ellis' 

Public Meeting, starts 7.,10pm 
Wed. 25th September 
Conway Hall. Red Eton Square 
Holborn, London. 

In the opposite direction 
to the fascists who wen 
then able to parade down 
the road, flags flying. 

Many of us feel that it 
Is not enough just to wave 
banners and march up the 
road like the Grand Old 

Duke Of York. 

Theae odious creatures cannot 
he allowed to peddle their 
moronic rubbish, and therefore 
must be confronted physically 
whenever and wherever poss¬ 
ible. On this Saturday we 
failed to do this. They can 
now rightly claim that they 
were able to march and 

we cannot claim to have 
stopped them. This left many 
local people (eellng angry 
and, on the day let down 
by us. Ultimate!* we failed 
to deliver our promise to 

"unite and fight". 

Yours, 

Calvin Headman 

Hat Held._ 


something entirely different. 
The Bolshevik leadership 
did not cause Stalinism, 
which was due to social 
and economic factors, but 
the theories they advanced 
to Justify the tactics they 
deemed neccesaary to retain 
power laid the theoretical 
groundwork, which by separ¬ 
ating la theory and practise 
the concept of the workers 
Mate from the control of 
the working class from below, 
later facilitated the develop 
aient of the counter revolution 
led by Stalin. 


Black Yoath - arrived showing ao confidence In 
- departed showing no confidence k 


the police, 

i tha Mfu 




A Ml 


•tote 


mbwr of foooot article* la 
Bod Action Uri concentrator! 
on articulation an 'tastteeUvo' 
repudiation of the fetishlxtic 
and to riptural attitude* 
inherent In the contemporary 
left'* fnation with the early 
htatory of Soviet Russia and its 


h will be amued that although 
the Bolshevik party «M not 
actively eserp the < 

'dictatorship' of the 


The fnedamental Imoo la this: 


ooasueetios of oootomporary 
Marxist troupe upon a 


Increasingly aethoritarlaa 

poeers as the proletariat 
distategrsted under the 
pressure of the civil oar. 
This process continued to the 
point where the 'dictatorship 
of the proletariat' became the 
maak for the totalitarian role 
of the Bolshevik party, which 


Trotskynt) model as a 
profound mistake and as the 
principal reason for the (aliare 
to build a mate socialist 
ortaciaattoo within advanced 
capitalist societies. 

The essential question tor aay 
analysis of the Bassiaa 
Revolution therefor* becomes: 
to what eatent did the 
Bolshov iki succoed In 
establishes a workers' stato la 
the conditions of Russia la 
1117 and after, nad la wkat 
ways did they fail to do not 


The position of Bod Action Is 
n revlstoelst ooe la terms of 
the traditional left - that the 
dictatorship sf the Bolshevik 


shortly altar the eod of 


This Implies that the Bolshevik 
revolution of 1117 succeeded 
In establishing a form of 
workers' stato in the sense 
that the Industrial proletariat 
sad semi-proletarian peasantry 
established effective forms of 
political direction and control 
of an economy that remained 
fundamentally capitalist, and 
that the revolution Itself was 
the ronult of a genuine mass 
proletarian movement. 

But Increasingly, the problems 
rained by tbs necessity of a 
• transition period* before 
communist forms of apparatus 
and control could bo 
Introdueod replaced the 
Impetus of the revolutionary 
upsurge of 1117. Lenin later 
summed up the position and Its 
difficulties In this way: 

"Before the revolution and 
•van afttr It, wo thought: 
Klthar revolution brMkt out la 
the other countries. 
Immediately, or at leant vary 
quickly, or wa must perish. 
Notwithstanding thin 

conviction, wn did all wo 
poanlbly could to preserve the 
Soviet system under all 
circumstances, corns whit 
may, because wo know that wo 
wars working not only for 
ourselves but also for tho 
International revolution.* 


ta teres ts of aoa-proletarian, 
bureaucratic class forces. 
The systematic slide la 
Bolshevik Ideology away from 
democratic or oven libertarian 
forms toward! bureaucratic and 
totalitarian forms reflect* tils 
change la the balance of 
forces. Thin 'slid*' can ha 
traced la both ocoaomlc aad 
political forms of OMtroL 
The principal limitation of the 
regime of October 1117 as a 
modal of socialist society Is 
Immediately apparent: the 
Impossibility of sastaiaed 
socialist construction, of tho 
ostromo difficulty la 
Implemeatleg revolutionary 
political forma, under 
conditions of ostromo material 
aad cnltural deprivation. la 
the classic formulation of 
Nan: 

* defects arc Inevitable la tho 
first phase of oommuslet 
society as It Is wbM it has 
)ust tmarged after prolonged 
birth pangs from capitalist 
society. light oaa never be 
higher than the economic 
structure of society and the 
cultural development thereby 
determined." 

Understandably, the rev¬ 
olutionary enthusiasm of the 
Bolshevik leaders la 1117 
leaded to swoop sooh 
reservations aside. 

Immediately prior to tho 
October revolution, Lenin 
wrote a pamphlet entitled, 
■Can the Bolsheviks retain 
Btatn Power?” Is which ha 
confidently outlines the manner 
In which "the majority of the 
working people* will taka bold 
of a anw form of oootrol and 
administration. As ho 

proclaimed la November 1117, 
"CrMtive activity at the grass 
roots Is tho basic factor of 
tho mw public Ufe-SocleUsm 
cannot bo decreed from above. 
Its spirit rejects the 
mechanical, bereaucrattc 

approach: living creative 

socialism to tho prodact of tho 
masses themselves.* 

This programme of political 
control by working people to 
oaly slightly qualified a few 
months later: 

■Soviet power to nothing but 
an orgnntoatloMl form of the 


dictatorship of tho 

prototertol—whlcb mines ta a 

saw democracy oad to 
Independent participation to 

tho edmintotmtloe of AM state 
teat upon tone of millions of 
working and eaplolled people, 
who by their own experience 
learn to regard the dtn oS pBaaf 
amd class-conscious vanguard 
of the proletariat as their 

moat reliable lander.* 

By coetrast. the Coast I meat 
Assembly, the parliament 
elected along tbs linen of 
bourgeois, formal democracy, 
represented the Interests of 
classes opposed to the 

proletariat aad the 

revolutloasry democracy of the 
•ovtets. Its dissolution was 
welcomed both by the 
anarchists end the Left 81s (a 
political group representing the 
poorer sections of the 

peasantry). 

la the factories, tha situation 
wm paralleled, with 

autonomous local factory 

committees (supported by the 
anarchists) In dtapnte with the 
aethority of tho trade unions. 
The B ntoha H h s p r epoM d to 
place of workers' management 
or direct ownership of their 
factories, workers' 'control', 

•tho strictest aad country wide 
accounting and control of 
prodactlon and distribution of 
goods.* This coaid be 
compatible wltk capitalist 
ownership* Lanin described the 
situation to thin way: 

■When w* My: 'wortarn' 
control', always Juntaposiag 
this slogaa to dictatorship of 
tho prolatertot, always putting 
It immediately after tho 
latter, wo thereby espleln 
wbat kind of state wa mass. 
The state to tha organ of elate 
domination.* 

As Increasingly cam# to bo tbe 
com. tho libertarian accents of 
"SUto and Bevolstioa* became 
overlaid with progressively 
tighter, more pnrndoalcal qual¬ 
ifications. By thn summer of 
1121, ho wna Insisting that 
"absolute coatrel-toetloe eod 
rtgoross discipline la thn 
proletariat era ta essential 
condition of victory over tho 
bourgMtolo.* This moot 

fundamental of tosuM. the 
■discipline" of labour, was 
stressed la stronger aad 
stronger terms. On tha iMrth 
anniversary of thn rovolstlM. 
Lenin explained how: 

I" We expected—to bo able to 
organise the state production 
sad the state distribution of 
prodseto on commsntot Uaos to 
a small paasaat country 
directly as ordered by tha 
proletarian state. Experience 
ban proved that wa ware 
wrong. It appear* that a 
number of traasltioeal stages 


order to propers—for tha 
treanittoa to communism.* 
■Taylor tom", too American 
system of wort Intensification 
which Lento had described la 
ItH m "men's enslavement to 


THE BOI 


the German war-time ryetom 
of state capitalism woe 
declared to be tha precoedlttoa 
of socialist advance, praised as 
"something centralised, 

calculated, controlled aad 
noclalisod." Evan to 1111 
there were tests scan of 
strikers being Imprisoned for 
toe derntton of a strike: other 
strikers worn deprived of their 





1917 


With the Intensification of 
laboer began toe Inteasifkcatkw 
of terror. At first, the 
objectives of tho revolttlonery 
terror wore well defined: 

"We meet—.'terrortoe' toe 
capitalists, La. most make 
them feel the omnipotence of 
to* protetarlaa state aed give 


the civil war ta tola way: time of too 1817 revolution. 

•The demobilisation of the Bed toe overtly counter- 
Army of five million played no rovolettoaary elements, too 
small role la the formation of Eodote aad the right-SR*, ware 
tha bureaucracy. The swiftly repressed. The Esdet* 

victorious commaaders assumed were banned Immediately, ne 
leading poets la tbe local right SRs. representing to* 
soviets, to the economy, ta more prosperous sections of 
education. and they the peasantry, were barred 

persistently introduced from the Soviet* to Jbm till, 

•vtrywber* that regime which together with Menshevik 
ensured soccom Is tha civU representatives. Shortly 

war. nee oa all sides toe afterwards, tha left element 
masses were pashad sway wtthl* the IBs (tbe peaMst 



up ell idee of actively 
resisting It." 

But by the beginning of 1111. 
Lotto was Instructing the 
political pollen, the Cheka, to 
direct "revoletiMary coercion" 
against "the unstable and 
wavering elements amoeg the 
masses themselves". Once 
again, the motive power behind 
this transition wm undoubtedly 
toe appalling material 
coadlttoM Introdueod by thn 
civil war which beginning to 
1111, extended tc the eod of 
till. Tho civil war developed 
Into e desperate affair to 
which toe Bolshevik regime 
came to too very brink ef 
being overthrown. Prodactloe 
laval* wort devastated - down 
to 1B\ or 2f\ of pre-war 
production - a medieval 
standard of living. to 
retrospect, Trotsky summed up 
the poNttoaJ consequencas of 


gradually from actual 
participation la tha toed*rehip 
of the country.* 

To this it Is worth adding that 
Trotsky himself wet the 
leading advocate of • 
thoroughgoing mUitarlMtioa of 
laboer. la March 1121 ha wm 
demandiag that: 

"NlUtsrtoattoa Is uotolaksbto 
wtthMt the tol Mta r toa t to a of 
the trades unions as such, 
wltbMt the ootahUahment of a 
regime 1a which every worker 
feels htmMlf a soldier of 
labour, who caaaot dispose of 
hImMlf freely.— Who looks 
after thief The trades unions. 
This Is tho mllitartoettoe of 
tho working clans.* 

Hand to band with th#M 
developments within society 
aad tha economy, west tho 
progressive elimination of 
political plerallsm. Of tha 
leading parties existing at tha 


party) launched a revolt 
agalMt tha Bolsheviks with 
whom they had previously 
•hared tho govern moat. Tho 
revolt failed aad tha toft-SIs 
disintegrated. The Meashevtks 
however, ware re-togalised aad 
through lfll/IB made a vocal 
defeace of labour rights and 
to* ladopeodoaco of trad* 
uatoM within tha soviet 
institution*. Thn nvotta of tho 
winter and spring of lllt/21 
mw tha aad of Bolshevik 
toleration and thn Mensheviks 
m • political fores warn 
ftaallv eliminated. 
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coMtltated by the 'tan to tbe 
peasantry' to tbn New 
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Tha analysts of historical 
events such as that as the 
lassies revolution obvioMly 
does not take place la a 
vacuum. It directly reflects 
the contemporary practices and 
orientation of revolutionary 
socialist groups today. Often 
principles and prejudices swim 
more clearly to the surface la 
historical Judgements, given 
their relatively settled 
perspectives, than tho** 
relating to Immediate Issue*, 
for example, the BWP claims 
to practice "democratic 
centralism" and believe that 
the emancipation of the 
working class must be the 
work of the working claet 
Itself. Yet their aeslytle of 
poit-rovolutionsry Russia 

fatally undermines th«M 
claims. 

to the BWP pamphlet, 'Russia: 
How the Revolution was lost", 
Chris Herman defends the 
developmeat of the monolithic 
Bolshevik political apparatus la 
these terms: 

"to all this, the Bolsheviks bed 
no choice. They could not 
give up power Jest beenuse tbs 
class they reprasentad htd 
dissolved Itself while righting 
to defend that power. Nor 
oou Id they tolerate tho 
propagation of Ideas that 
eodermltod the basis of Its 
power - precisely because the 
working ctoM Itself no longer 
existed m an agency 
collectively organised so as to 
be able to determine Its own 
Interests." 

I It is worth taking a deep 
breath and dwelling upon the 


principle* and attltudM that 
lie behind Herman's m* of 
"jMt beceuM* her*. He says 
that "JMt be c ause* no working 
cIms eitots, this to ao ream 
for a non-proletarian Bolshevik 
party to renounce the power 
that It exercisM precisely to 
the name of tho working class. 
Tot tha wbolo of marxism to 


to the third volem* of bla 
biography of Leaia, ho adds a 
condescending gloss to this 
offroat to rMson: 

"Of course, to tot vulgar 
materialist It sounds Impossible 
to have a dictatorship of tho 
proletariat without tho 
proletariat, like the smile of 
the Cheshire cat witooet the 
cat ItMlf.* 

For people who ere still not 
reassured, ha otptoins that the 
Ideological suporntructurn never 
reflects the material base 


later adds, the revoluttoearf 
party could not abdicate Its 
po*er. ._ 


dtooovarad that It oo*M oat 
rate according to Ita own 


Tho BWP 

says that "Just beceuM* the 
working ctons doesn't exist at 
a certain Juncture, that Is no 
reason why the dictatorship 
ruling to Its aemn should not 
proceed to coMtruct a 
socialist society! This Is a 
quit* deliberate and considered 
formulation. Tony Cliff 
repeats It In the second 
volume of his work oa Trotsky: 
■(The Bolsheviks) could not 
give np power Jest bucom tho 
cleat they represented bad 
largely vanished white fighting 
to doftad that power." 

Thin make* ao more mom than 
If a party weru to claim tost 
IU right to rule wm founded 
oa tho support of a democratic 
majority bet that this right 
wm not affected by the feet 
that at a certain Juaoturn it 
did not hove the support of • 
majority. Cliff moms the 
difficulty, petting It It a 
nutshell: 


•There wm a dictatorship of 


to* proletariat 

disintegrated." 


directly. "Idese have their 
own momontum". This to truo 
up to a point. Yet although 
Ideologies! forcM may have 
material effects, It it an 
Mtiraly different matter to 
MMrt that the "momentum of 
Mom" can be Introduced to 
legitim to* the rule of a certain 
group la place o! • cleat. The 
BWP propones that la place of 
a politically active aed 
oohMlve working clan, 
operating IU political control 
through open and democratic 
machanlamn. It to possible to 
substitute Mm aad their 
■momenta*". And la thto 
Instance, who poesemi those 
Ideas end tbe "momentum* 
which peahen them oa? The 
Bolshevik party. Even when 
the momeatum of these Ideas 
counted with the momentum 
aad IntarMtn of remaining 
proletarian elements. they 
•tone togitimtee power - so 
the BWP analysis supports the 
Bolshevik raprenlon of rank 
and file worker resistance and 
the creation of tho totalitarian 
monolithic state. As CHff 


So evee the 

revolutionary momentum of 
Mms (or prtaciptes) Is 
overrated by the simple rlsht 
of too Bolshevik party to rule 
given Id victory In 1117. Thto 
in Trotsky'n concept of the 
Bolshevik party's 

"revolutionary birthright", 
which to essence Is no more 
than an assertion that to this 
case 'might to right', with an 
added Idealdt twist. The 
nottoe of tho legitimacy of an 
ideological force, an IdMitom, 
Independent of and even 0 « 
occasion opposed to, the 
material oalstenco end 
nxprnMions ol the class oa 
which It to supposedly based, to 
a sub-marxlst distortion. It in 
• measure of the SWP'i own 
distortion of thn idea of s 
workern' state, of the men tot 
concept of tho dictatorship of 
thn proletariat, that Id 
Ideological lenders have to 
ronort to such a transparent 
piece of mysticism. It adds 
nothing to tho legitimacy of 
such manoeuvres that they caa 
be traced to Lead himself: 

"The dictatorship of tho 
proletariat cannot bo txorctood 
through on organisation 
•mbraelng thn whole of that 
claas, bncauM to all capitalist 
countries—it can only be 
exercised by a vanguard that 


The myitlclsm of this process 
of "absorption" of 

revolutionary energies cannot 
disguise to* latest anti¬ 
democratic, anti-clean potential 
of Uw formulation. Neither 
absorbing "revolution try 

energy" nor acting as the 
(Mn-proletartea) material 
embodiment of "Ideological 
momentum" to e process than 
can acceptably replace the 
operation of rovolntlooary 
democracy. 

What does tola naalynto by the 
BWP Ideologist* reveal about 
the nature of tho BWP today? 
Clearly, that they believe 
tbemtelvM to be to tola 
potMtnlon of the 

"revolutionary eMrgy" aad 
"Ideological momentum" that 
the clou tacks: that this 
constitutes e "birthright" In 
virtue of which they would be 
entitled to exorctoo power 
(never mind that thto to not 
likely to happen) not only In 
place of tha clast thsy claim 
to ropruant. bet If aocosMry, 
la opposition to that clast. 


they hotteve to tho 
ary birthright of tho 


ravotettouary birthright of tho 
claas. Thto to tha ultimate 
foendattoa of tha cMtraltot 
authoritarianism of tha SUP 



SHEVIK 

TT 


1921 


luastrates tbo reality behind Workers and Paaaaata 
Kollantat'i demand. Inspactorata (Rabkrin). ThU 

»> ifif would than baeoma "the modal 
oal* 11\ of party members for oaf antlra atata 

J-Trn ™ m- n.kw.ijr.it 

covaramaat officials: t7\ wan F«>*ad an abject failure, 
la tbo arm? Trataky racorda (bat In bit last 

it la ooaaibia oonraraatloa with bim. Lanin 
that tbo ayodlcallat-tlnfad > *• 01 *1 
programme of tba Work are 1 . “ 2. uS 

Oppoaltlon would not bare 

proved faaatoto la practice, "• pr0 ^*“ *® *f t8 * 

that tba woakaaaa of tba 5** 81 , . ~! 


mirrored la tba ayatamatlc rorelutloaary democracy la Uto 

tranaltlon from tba libertarian _ . . 

tooaa of Laala’a 'lute aad .P* °^ y T* 88 

■•relation'. to tba (Ua Bolahavik laadara) make a 


proletariat would bare proved 


Central Commlttaa~.' 


too treat, that acme ore-1 JXSSZ 


Marxist reliance on 


worker 'rantanett* • can ha *° e**® 11 prollfaratlon Of 
Icooomlo Policy .bleb mark. »W' d * tb8 » »•; through tba StoOtM- TM linin', own committal* to painfully 

Bta creetal Itaaa of tba communist party.' portion, particularly la 'Suta 0bf,o,, * > T ? toky hlmaalfwas 

di»in.«»,SL ratal «—to cMm * Uat » ,BC- «d levolutloa“ ... once b8blM ’ drl " 

. *23- " ^ Bolahavik party had .. o( th# toward, a bureaucracy beaded 

orellSS^k. . ..ratal JS «* 88t ‘" £5*1!TSlf. Atth.tlm! * 1 n,OBol ‘ th,c P° Ut,c " 

The apUt between the worklag f^uact* OiMv °* m 1,17 r8f0,Utk>0 b8 SUSartMUat!" ^ "" 

(lore in Amwalrernredi OOSCtpt Of § diltiOCt P*fty OflthUfiAirn of "tilt tlltta 

JSLre.ria -S rtT-1^? •**«■«« * b *cB SST conscientious. universal '»• 8f8 P*“ y » 8 tb * 

hooatbalaaa ”*trg*d" with tba „ h „ d or “ country and la tha period of 

-JSLtLi '“JS5 ...» »y js s y " c ”“ “ 

......... s^ssriw. N.m'i jeh-. ,? sls; Sl » 

Bolahavik aapport. la tba or ! WIN Baa taken place: factlore (although 

(•ctorlaa of^Moncow and ^* P ° ( # Tba more raaolutuly wa now tlmultanoouily claiming that 

Patrogred, took atrfba actloa pr °?i2? JS5L-* knvn » •*•»* for a ruthleaaly tba btatory of Bolshevism to 

agalnat tba regime, calling for ***** firm govarn-mant.«for tba tba btotory of tba atreggla of 

tba ra.tor.tloa of political aad £2 a ? tZ! mb Pam dlcUtorrtl P of ,B K**?' J by c f la f ,- '*« ,h< ‘ 

civil rights. Tba Botokavtt **• •* . Ut ? dcflhlte proceaaea of work^tba tba forbidding of faction, waa 

adminlatratloa daclared martial S? >r . < ? 18 ). he obee rTad, ^ morf Tiri#<J muit ^ form , ragardad as an aacaptloaal 

Uw, forbidding political lb—»f ” yaatareny taat #B(J 0 ( control from measure to be abandoned at 

•s embllaa and Instituting • b*lo. la ordar-repaatedly and tba first aarlout lmprovam.nl 

earfaw. Force was used «• JViJSSL i llr- ^ t0 out ,,tB8t ‘ 0B - Y *» 

•a -mat tba striking work.r. V. co y^ t ”* 8 .* 7* “ burrererecy.' 

an whan this provad *** . . y **P* rt " 8 808 Yat by 1112. addressing tha >t tba Party Congrana of 1121 
Inefficient, certain concauloes °*T* f . rtlOBi Herentb Party Coogrm. Lanin In ra^ronre to tba cballangaa 

wer« made. Tba strike ware D * bBt# ,B ® , 8188 l8 . 881 confaaaad that these proposed from proletarian or aaml- 

ba ■ finlabad by tba bMlaalng w,tb,B tb8 Botobavlk party,, la fofm| of C0Btr ol ware prolatarlan forces ouUlde tha 

,_^ k.. coatraat to tba limited i nnMra M«e nartv. and the ooooaltion 


proletariat' la a marital 
Tba m>Ut between tba < 


the pravtoes atroagboMs of 
Bolahavik support, la tba 
(•ctorlaa of Moacow aad 


authorttarlenlam of bU later * 88t 

re^tiore. Already la 1111, *« 8 8 

ha la talklag of tire nacannlty »B—retlc*l lystam nil tba 

of tire dictatorship of <*ctlcs forced upon Urem by 
tadlvMusla as tha 'channel, tha *“•*• !•<»> clrcumrtaaca^' 
•apraaalon, the vahlcj.' * y.< thta doae .at 

■tha dictatorship of tba ^ 
revolutionary olasaas'. and ^ 

Insists Uat there to "absolutely thl 
no coatradlction In prlnclpla ^ 
between aoclaltit democracy 
and the asarclaa of dictatorial 
powers by Individuals.' In ^ 
order to guarantee the Q j 
coadltloni of soclaltom It Is f 
naceasary that "thousands { 
aubordlnata their will to tha 
will of oaa." Tba people must 
"unquaatlonlngly obey the tnalyals la hto "Passant War In 
slaglc *111 o f Ua loaders of Oarmany", la far more pointed 


To achieve this. 


than that of Luiombarg bare: 


M'embUss and Instituting • 
eurftw. Force was used 
•B'inat Ua striking workers 
an whan Uto provad 
Im.i.fflclNt, certain concessions 


proMtinii 
•i tat la I 


of March, only to ba replaced » “ 8 , umn8fl inoperative, petty, and Ut oppoaltlon 

by an area greater threat. tolereUd from noa- Wf ta|(# fc nga groups wlUIn Ua party was In 

Th tailors of the Kronstadt p8rty ,$! bureaucratic machlaa-wa must piece, tba antraacbmant of Ua 

for’rate, formerly Ure "pride " ry l ‘ f8,y r, « bt f l! «“• * bo u Acting whom? I p.rty laader.hlp and Its 

•nd glory of tha revolutioa" JJ* 8| ""*. *” doubt vury much whether It attundant bureaucracy wus 

(1 itaky). staged an nrmad oee ba said that U. guaranteed. In m.reUt term., 

Int rraction - which waa J* ,8pp0rt *?^ i,!?! communlau are directing Unt It Is lnconcnlv.bin tbnt t 

se rnly nnd forcibly U> •j 8 *” “jjjjjj ‘Vrl.I’ rD8CblM - To t#n tb8 trutb ' cl ° 8 ^ 1 ' w non-pro la tar lan. 

»u; iraaaed. Tba principal P"’ 81 * 8 .1 12 tt8y ,r8 801 lb * y b »« B “« Btlc »«•“ 

dv and or tta Iroaatadt .... ere being dlractad." daclda Uat clrcumatanca. ware 

rebels was for an —6 to tba • r » b| P Bo—e*« Objective facta ones more ripe for a circumscription of 

Bo thnvlk monopoly of pownr P -rty concantrntad •roend two ^ Mt ^ The lu own pownr. The Trotsky 

•r tka restoration of rigku ■ roup#, 1 tb8 ?!!*!!' number of soviet officials roaa of 1136 could are Uls; 

t left socialist parttaa, 9 ,nt f .*^ l »»••••« »■ »o nearly 'Thu prohibition of fnetlona 


nn tna 

t left 
a rchlatl 


Opposition' 


Tba Dnmocratlc 


I million by Un nnd of 1221. 


In a prohibition to think 


imogg. fyif 8 ** 8 ' . ™ mtinm to a greater otherwise then in Ua infallible 

ir I renin't own iBiliili the tatrttoctuil Ifl clinct#r §sd than Lanin owned up 

tzrnsTfSm** r 

aiars-rv- • SSSi 
aAsrsars"2 EZr« r 5 ? 

from lu base lu mass political prol#tarlaB alamaau, " orb8r ' attitada: 

ci nsclouaaaaa. particularly wlUIn Ue trad. by Il.a oroved ' w,tb tbB ^bippaansM of 

ImporttM la ba cte^Uat Uto ttB,on, • « « 8ln8d con.idar.bla f B P°»Uc.l debates batwaan 

raorerete " prevkmaly ««PPort wlUIn Ua rank and ‘ m P ,8^,8,,, pr8CUM> tire parties repreaaating different 

revolatloaary alamwh waa Uto of Ua Bolahavik party, last in Uat tba Bolab^ social lotaraau through Ut 

preceded by tba partial Tha principal taadar of Ue utratagy of p^y ooatrol. various shades of their opinion. 

<H,Integration of Ua Workara Oppoaltlon, Alaiaadra party dtautorahlp and soviet lnitltutlona...now 

proletariat ItroW re tire lavata Kollontai. outlined and political direction of tba now- function In • vacuum*, 

of tadaatrtel orodaetioa dafanttad Ualr position In • proto tartan bureaucracy and Sarga correctly ampbastoaa 

—__ widely read pamphlet, 'Tha political *purataa bud by Ua that to regard 'the proletariat' 

. . „. mh . r Workers' Oppoeltloa'. Tha «to of Ua otoil war. provad a or 'Ua working clans' sa 

* E” 8 * * 8 •'V' [ mala function of tha oomprabnatooa fnltore. undlffarnntl.tad by partially 

° 7 . U,t CommuB ““ Oppoaltlon was to tipreas Yat to conflicting social Intnrasu or 

■d l,deration" « aarlv m COBC8r ° th,t: U. nnd of bln Ufa, Lanin stack '•*«»•• of opinion' la to 

£SnST Three veal! tbe »* tbr#8 y88f8 of to the formula of o r*d“ c « **>• rovolutlonory class 

liter,^ Lonln** himself admitted u ^. orkl 2°SS dk^lp °f U. protota^t » • ** * .. 

?u*:,r^r-' zaz •rsc 

•astrema waat and hardship". 88d ■ ,U8 ' hf 8 . 801 . 08 ^V. 801 protaurlat, by the Bolahavik t nrgretantiim 
A few months latar. In “*•' lm P roT,<J .. b8t b88 b#com * party. Ha never ca.red ^ otvumm Existing In 

rtatnher 1121 ha concluded mor8 UB b* B «bl«. proposing aver more refined a 'vacuum' of the kind Serge 

that "Ua Industrial * 0, * w,tBl Huatiftad **• bails b ur0a y C retlc solutions to tha describes, only tha Interests of 

Drolatariat.~has caased to aslst tb8 co8tro ^* r, f 81 problem of Ua bureaucracy. tbe bureaucracy Itself can 


■Wa must learn to combine * 111 . worst tblog that can 
Ue 'public moating' bafall Ua leader of an 
democracy of the workiog extreme party, to to ba 
paopla~.wlth Iron dlacIpUh* compelled to ukn over a 
while at work, wiU government In an epoch whan 
unquestioning obedience to tba the movement la not yat ripe 
will of a single parson, the for Uo domination of tha clast 
•ovlnt lender while at work.' ha raprasanta. M Jia to compelled 
Tha tone of a totalitarian to represent not bis party nor 
Ideology la unmlstakaabla. bis close, but the class for 

Lanin, it la true, at Uls itag* whom tha conditions are ripe 
hat In mind Industrial rather for domination. In the 
Uan political authority. interests ol tha movement 

it 1 . ftnu.il, .tala that ,tBB,f ' h8 u C0, "P* ,,Bd !0 

"jli j L to M* man 1st <**^ B<1 thB IntnrnsU of an 

* OC ?\V * 8 y flMllV B, ** B C,BB, « BBd 10 fB€d hlB 

! n Vhiiii. own class with phrases and 

in< isso u . By taa t , Ba of promtoagj w|th th< aatertlon 

Un pamphlet. 'Left Wing that the Interests of that alien 
Communism - an Infantile c | Ut arfl their own Intaraita. 
Disorder* appeared In 1821. whoever puts himself In that 
tbe authoritarianism has BH k« a rd position la Irrevocably 

developed an nipllcltly lost." 

political dimension. Ha with tha failure of communist 

declares that any attempt to reTO lutlona In the developed 

oppose Un dictatorship of Un west to coma to tha aid of 
party to Ua dlcutorshlp of soviet Russia, tha 'weakest 

Ue ctaaa "testifies to ||„ki the capitalist chain, 

Incredibly nnd hopelessly the prospects for the 
muddled tbinklng". Talk of establishment of a socialist 
proletarian atata power "from regime In Buttle Itself ware 
balow" opposed to 'from fatally diminished by tha time 
above*, "the dictatorship of of the and of tha civil war. 
laadara or tba dictatorship of As Lanin's wife, Krupskaya 
tha masses" la dismissed as remarked In 1121, "If (Lanin) 
"ridiculous and childish ware still alive, be would 

noaaante". The clasa probably already ba In prtaon." 

dictatorship Is now aspllcltly Trotsky, surveying the future 
conducted "under tha In 1827 as a member of the 

leadership of Ua party". This "Left Oppoaltlon", wrote, 
form of ositoctiva dictatorship "A whole aar'aa of five year 

la not vary far from a plant will leave ut far from 

prescription for Un parnoanl thn level of Ue advanced 

Stalinist dlcutorshlp Uat couatrtns of thn West. Whet 
within a vary few years was will be happening In Un 

to replace It. Only much capitalist world during this 
later could Trotsky point out tlmnT^If you admit Ue 

that, possibility of lu flourishing 

. . enew for a period of doesdas. 

•AH paat historical aipariaaoa, th#0 ta |w 0 f aoclalUm In our 


Bukharin, ■ member 
'Loft Communist*' 
to this 


■astrema waat and hardship”. 
A few moatha later. In 
October 1821, he concluded 
that "Un Industrial 


frem "lust «!l T r'mi b |UoL ,, ln 8 ,y,t8m ot *“* P r8CtiC81 


the turnover of labour meant ^ ktantlflnd Un 

2' 1 *' t222r , » P aT r S!n2 burens^recy .. the 

k ^ .tam..ta! fnndnmental Urant to the 

s':' zsrsrsL rs-us*. . 


She atata 


workers' state; 
'•aranucrecy 


2 ratal''f^ -B 8 ^ 81 '" 8 “ -M- 88 ^' 

?|U n/ iiu* bkoavar tharafora accapto tba 

rata? 9 ?clag I P f,BCl P»« ot Involving tha 


mnaans In active participation 


TZ'T ^and*** reactlcmarv 88 8 ^ fof — «• 8y8t88 > 
advaoced aad raa ctlooary workafi 1 republic 

r.T Sff* “* p ' ok, • , “ t • llC 3115 

Instating uat. aides la bnreaucrncy. He muit 

rJn-TS nlK ‘ 


best nnd moat ctaaa-consclow 


or(tar For Uo buranncracy to ba 
dtocipUMd • proletarian alemnnu. Tha 

L”Wk“vSE52 nn *" “• 

nto Zlnovtav a craiarauon |r#a|ar thi 

tb8t> another of middle 

"•vary class conscious worker cta»~alamaats )olning Ua 
mutt realise Uat Ua P«rty. The elimination of 
dictatorship of tta worklag ttaoa atamanu must ba 
class can only bn realtaad oomplatn nod tboroogh.' 
through Un dlcutorshlp of Its Again Un objective situation 



S THE WORKERS STATE EXIST TO BE USED BY I 
PEOPLE, OR DO THE PEOPLE EXIST TO BE USED 
Rg WORKERS STATE?"_! 


wholly negative, damandn ot coubUt l( pitiable nonsense. 
Ua workers at taaat aad first -n, ea )t »m be nncnannry to 
of nil an imptacabta dtatreat tt tty thit we ware mistaken In 
nU privileged aad aacootroltod appri i, a | 0 f tha whole 

gnardtaaa." epoch at an epoch of capitalist 


prolennst...h»« ceased to ailst ~ T - . proowm oi me uui..uv..v 7 . tBe oureaucracy men can 

m a protaurlat' and 'has ^ 8U '* 8 . BCbl * ,# communism HU p,, ldaa waa tht creation prafB ,| aad the atata moves 

disappeared". In brute figuret. **?+_** 0t * B,tr, c,8, •• co8,c, ®“ , Irresistibly from 'bureaucratic 

Ua collapse of industrial **£. bureaucracy to ovarsoa Ua ctBt rili.m" to n form of 

production In Russia during Ua ^ p ritam wn. posed as a buf88,,cr8CJ, 88 8 * b0,# * tb# bureaucrat ic totallUrlanlam. 

civil war had caused Ua .w n i,, ■ 

number ot iBjWtri^ K "°favi* 'bureaacratie auto aystam or 


This was aa true In 1821 (or 

before) It was on Ua ova gapwbUc will prove to have 
of the Bullnlat show trials boon Ua aaooad aspaiimaat ta 
whan Trotsky finally drew Ua prototartaa dtcUtoretolp stoca 
lesson. Moreover. In Ua r.rta Commune bromtar 

Immediate aftermath of tha ^ morn fruitful, bat only aa 
revolution ba daclared: aspariaaai—' 

* M Bf y ***** 99 8r8 Over fifty years on. we can 

l *“ p * w * r tn tooognlaa that tha analytla 

P^y 8 *—*. ^T* Trouky hare of fare only to 

go to tta aoMtore aad workan ^ . . ( |he 


During tha courts of tha civil 
war, ha evidently changed hto 
mind In the lame manner at 
Lent,i changed his. In 1821 he 
could argue, 

"What 1s Indlapenslhle Is tbe 
•waranass.~of tbe revolutionary 
birthright of Ue party, which 
la obliged to maintain itt 
dictatorship In spite of tha 
temporary wavering In thn 
•pontantous moods of thn 
masses, In spite of the 
vacillation even In tha working 
clansns. This awareness Is for 
us the Indlspensible unifying 
alnmeot." 

Thin could hardly state more 

explicitly Uat Ua rights aad 
authority ("Ua birthright') of 
Ua party oagkt to dominate 
*kft— of Ua class. 

Thai 

"self-emancipation" of tha 

working data hat finally 
slipped out of sight. 

Although acknowledging Uat 

tha Bolahavik revolution was 
"Un salvation of Un honour of 
latareatioanl socialism”, Roan 
Luxemburg Identifies th# 
principal mistake of tha 

Bolahavik'a progressiva and 


Over fifty years on, we can 
recognise that Ua analytla 
Trotsky hare of fare only to 
reject It, waa la fact the 
correct one. Tba modal of 
Ua Bolahavik party, as It 
developed In the years 
following Un revolution 

represents an export seas tal 
socialism; an experiment 

conducted In Ue specific 


conditions of poet-Tsarlat 

organisation to be replicated In 
contemporary political 

practice. It Is vital for the 
future of revolutionary 
soclaltom that the Implications 
o! this analysis are accepted; 
Uat no special pleading for 
the Bolshevik elimination of 
worker*' democracy and thn 
progressive subtitution of a 
monolithic and totalitarian 
bureaucracy la tolerated, and 
tba lessons of Ue Bolshevik 
"experiment" are thoroughly 













BEATING THE ^ 
FASCISTS 


li IIm lut taaue of Rod 
Action, • roport was promised 

oo developments retarding the. Mw (utter organised, la 
MUIM of . Hoftloc*too-|" JLo w 

***“»• l H£,^S. boon ... «.« 


He li confident however. thit 
ffGFa f w "revolutionary* con oertelaly 
Following a highly locoooofi) moWUoo mo«0 ootifo rapport 
mobilisation ago loot o National than the (racist* ooo . It 
Front local election mooting la depend* oo how yon define 
the area (aeo lent edition) led 'active' rapport. Agalnat 


Action membera In Hatfield 
decided that It waa high time 
that aati-faaciat activity la 
the region waa co-ordinated la 
the form of a dedicated antt- 
faactet organlaatlon. The 
initial mooting waa 
eathttalratlcally attended by aa 
e ace He at turnout of aati- 
faaclata from aroaad the 
ooeaty. 


Nonetheleaa Molyneui 

conclude* that 

•At the moment the overall 
faaciat throat la not of the 
alra and atroagth to Justify or 
oven make viable a general 
national roapoora oa the llnea 
of the AnU-Naal League." 
la reaUty, all thla argamoat 
amount! to la that while 
foadata ere not atroag enough 
to begin ayatematie baraaamoat 
of aoclaltata tbolr racist 
actlvltiea ahoald bo Ignored. 


the ume vela. Whatever the 
reaeon, the rocaaaloo or the 
weather. It Is probably aot the 
only place In Britain that It la 
happening. However. If our 
owa eaporlencea are typical, 
the potential for ooaoorted and 
effective antl-feedat 

organlaatlon to counter the 
undoubted upaurga la the 
actlvltiea of the faaclata 
themselves, U undoubtedly 
there, leolated, iporadlc and 
to put It bluntly feeble 
oouator maraurea, will aot be 
uffoctlve agalnat the 
conalderabl* threat that the 
faedats currently rupraaant. 
Rod Action therefore appeal* 
to all lateral ted aati-faaciata 
to contact the ora orgaalaetlon 
which bra already proved Ito 
affoctlvuaoaa la combatting 
thla menace - Anti-Fascist 
Action. 


MANCHESTER 


Oa Saturday June 16*. the circles. Within >0 minute* ol H 

National Froat had threatened their dapurtgra. «***al jul 

to rallv oa the atapa outalda laaclsts arrived at the atati n j 
MsZLm Tow. Hall after and deaplt. the pol. 
the couecll had denied them preaoooo. were given • warr I 
the eae of a meeting room reception than they had bv-n 1 
laaide. which thev had boohed eipeotlag and had to leave 


the era or a meeting iw» , 

laaide, which they bad booked eipectlag and had to leave • 
■alag a falra name. Thla area at a rapid pace. 


would have been the INet (( ^| 0 g|y became obvloua t 
•public' appearaooo by a ilt(l ough the NP wer. 

faaciat orgaeleatioe la mMtln| „ the Town ll 

Maachaatar for over • yearn. they ware. with pol 

cooperation, 

. aomewhera elae. AFA, bv 

Tha week prior to June 15th by the beat alen.< 

raw the uaual entice aad f|0||1 the int i-fa*clit pit. 
manoeuvrea by the SWP aod m<tBta , ned , presence in 
Militant, with both t0WB c#n|f# for |ha fMt 

organlaatlona deciding that on {h# d but cou j,j j ; 

the day thay would be holding further Uice 0 j the fa«. 
their own counter w<| laU| d | KOI ^ r e 

demonatratloni aeperate from |h#| sp had liCt (** 

the one called by AFA. room „ , , ma || ho* 

On the day Itaelf good acnae wytheashawe, about *»* 

prevailed, and deaplta the | rom the C |ty centre » 
confualon moat people managed tJian a minute fro* 
to end up In the right motorway. While It la 

place outalde the Town Hall, tbat NF never Inter 

and the apot where the NF rilJy ou tilde the Tow 
waa due to rally waa Inatead what | ( c | ear u that the 
occupled by 250-300 anti* neither the confidence, 
faaclata. Keeping a aomewhat of local lupport to 
lower profile waa ■ 30-40 an y W ay. While anti-! 

etrong AFA ataward* group, can not claim that the <1* 

who after enaurlng the a , HCCn a, we did at 
Immediate area waa life from mtn#f{e to Increat*- 
attack, made their way to the | n (| u6nc8 in the area. T 
NF'a redirection point at on the other hand, havln 
Victoria Station. However the forced to hold tholr mew 
advantage of aurpriae waa loat tect9 i f under a falae narr 


Detail* of how t 
are glveo below. 



Following tha arrant of a 
number of aatl-faaclata derlag 

tha disruption of tbu National 
Front'* uluctlou campulga la 
Humul Humpauud. a defence 
campaign waa formed. Of the 
four people charged with 

varloea offence*, ora waa 
acquitted oa all ooeata. aod 
tha other three acquitted ra 
the male charges of aaaault 
aad aaaault oa the police. Thu 
remaining charge* of 

threatening behaviour were 

accepted by the meglatratea. 
A benefit la to be arranged to 
help pay fine* and coat*, la 
additloa to aa appeal to 
latereated organlaatlona aad 
Individual!. Incidentally, our 
atyle of electloerarlag 
evidently Impreerad the local 
electorate far more than the 
campaigaiag of tha fradatt - 
their candidate received 11 
votes, preaumably Including hia 


U£A 


with t he arrival of the rent lhe lt |cki. with 
of the intl-faaclit picket, lup porter» being cha*. 
complete with obligatory police a gtacked In the city 

u.n.1 Havlna loll the nonce ...... ^i.i^ .v.n ih.n 


ACTION 


escort. Having led the ponce I cann ot claim even that. 


to Victoria Station, the SWP ___________ 

and their cohort! then left cratact: Maecheater 

aftar 20 mlnutaa to parade Action ro Boa 57 Meaci 
around tha city centra In ever NS9 g«c 
decraaalng aor polntleaa I——- 


GLASGOW 



In Hatfield, we have already 
held a widely pebllclaed aodal 
la tha name or Antl-Faaclat 
Action - deaplta blood-ourdling 
tbreau from the faaclata to 
dtacupt the event, on the 
actual night, not a mouse 
aqueaked. 

la tha Immediate area tha 
faaciita appear to have an 
organised presence In only one 
town with smaller, leas visible 
branches elrawbera. None¬ 
theless a disturbing but 
pradlctabls trend has recaatly 
become evident in a number of 
ayatematie attacks upoo left 
paper sellers In a neighbouring 
area. This appears to fit la 
with developments oo a 
national scale. The left la 
beginning to wake up to tha 
problem. John Molyarat 
recognised recently la 
•SociaUat Worker' 

■Working la the feeciet'a 
favour la tha faot that thay 


aaian commuaitiei actually on 
tha receiving and of the 
thuggery dished out by 

•eitramaly isolated" baada of 

racists would agree that tha 
tha effort Involved la 
eliminating them waa wasted. 
They may uvea feel, la aeeh 

places u Tower Hamlet* or 
Bethaal Green, that It la thay. 
not tha fascists, who are 

Isolated. What cannot be 
deal*) Is that yrara of 
ignoring faaclata railing their 
papers at the other end of the 
street Cl see no fraclsts 1 ) and 
announcing that aot enough 
black or ulan people are being 
attacked or ilvtag la terror for 
tha left to organise against It 
('the faaclata are Isolated') 
have produced their predictable 
consequences. . . . 


be leolated where 
ea «a be unopposed 



Slaty people attended Glasgow CONTACT: 

AFA'a first public meeting In GLASGOW AFA 
I Denlatown at the end of June. HOX 266 
Deaistown la an arte which GLASGOW Gl 5KX 

has a large loyalist preeenoe '■ 1 1 

and, aa a result, haa become a paper sale In the city centre 
target area for BNF on the same weekend became 

recruitment. One of the ao- the target for the fascists, 
called "BNP Glaagow Four" who took pbotot or the paper 
(recently relented after 12 rallera and gave out leaflets 
months for an attack oa an around them to no response) 

SWP meeting) cornea from the Not aurprlalngly, the reaction 
area aad la the BNP's youth of SWP member* to this was 

organlaer. Deaplta hla to blame AFA and Red Action 

nickname. Ian Macmillan "aquadlats" for whipping up the 
wasn't to 'craiy' on the night faaciita In nn area where, 
of the meeting. Ha made a according to their local 
fait silt from the area and comrade*, "there la no 
persuaded the 25 bonehesds significant faaciat activity"! 
and other aaaortment* of the Given that the SWP member* 
master race who had been who live In Denlatown are 
mobilised to 'arneah the red*' political commuter* (l.e. they 
that the only amaahlng that commute out of the area to 
waa likely to happen that night engage In political activity) we 
would have been their own questioned which particular 
heads on the pavement. BNP orifice they wore talking out 
aoouta were lucky to eacape at of! liven more despicable la 
ons point with one young lad the auggeatlon by the SWP that 
having very brown trousers AFA deliberately left up 
aftar venturing too close to faaciat graffiti In order to 
the stewards outside the perpetuate 'a myth of a BNP 
meeting to ahow off hla knife! preaence' - why don't theae 
Inside, the meeting waa peopl- drop the pretence end 
addressed by speakers from limply accuse AFA of being 
London AFA, Scottish Anti- respon ible for the graffiti? 
Racist Movamant, and a The tilth la of course that the 
Spanish Civil War vetaraa. SWP lave no real Interest In 
The general mood ol tha orient itlng their largely 
meeting was la agreement with | 

AFA'a position that the 
fascists have to be challenged 
la araaa Ilka Denlatown, of the 
likaly outcome will be that 
large aectlona of working class 
youth will bs lost to them, 
sad In turn, the activities of 
tha left will be threatened. 

There will have to be a 
sustained antl-fasclat presence 
la tha area which continues 
the Ideological and physical 
confrontation of tha BNF! 

Denlatown haa only aeen the 
beginning of a campaign to 
Hraly establish No-Go araaa 
for tha BNF la Glasgow. 

About 25 saw contacts for 
AFA signed up on the night! 
la contrail with AFA'a 
militant activity, the SWP 


student membership to mil - t 
anti-fascist activity be. - 
their 'revolutionary' pc a 
would quickly be e«po*< I 
the real 'myth'llnatead 
relied upon the ag< 1 
arguments M* "'Is 

confrontational antl-l*' it 

politics which amount to 
and ameers against RA « * 
others on the lelt. That i 
only lack political Idea* id 
credibility, they aeerr ti e 
lacking In honesty aa well 
Militant also Ignored the p,' i n 
meeting despite being Involved 
In recent mobilisations ag« "% 
fascists In Glaagow d 

Dundee. We know that :■« 
sectarianism which *•« i’» 
toward* APA from t * 
leadership ol both the S»F md 

Hltant doe* not niter :o 

thf whole membership. »i *e 
would urge Individual* In t k ese 
organisations who Jgre> in 
principle with AFA'* p< ‘ca 
to )oln ut In the campahr to 
rid Scotland of the Nail t' , 'P 
With the general el* oa 
drawing nearer end the na 
by the BNP to itf 
candidates north of t:>> ct 
(Including John Tyndal. «P 
fuhrer, In Kdlnburgh »' ng 
to tho Sunday Eipre < l) 

It Is of paramount n ce 
that the moat mint* 1 "He 
fascists from all or n* 

on the left ere ur la 
repelling end count**- 
faaciat threat In ScotU' 


RED ACTION ARTICLES 


All signed articles are 
that persons own view, 
and may not necessarily 
reflect Red Action 
decided policy 
































































































From 17U *® ***** ** M 
arm lei <tof*«L* mlllter? force* 

Mot by SpanLh. Froocfc 


advanced »mLe of the time. 

TIm, fie tfcli ■•«•*«»# After fow month. of " hi 

l e a d en liip of of Me an i^r^oon • kind of military , ^became vlrtaally 

end . Black. Hflm leader - SmS reacted. To ^SSLt TpJaaoaT Tie 

lhMa.Lt OnftM tt . bewilder moat of the JJJJJJ? 1 J! akl (r £ 

Haiti .« fW «•“•* * *5 mama. tbey led. tba leader, of 2JS^jSLl t£ mT 

Si T J *-5j5g 5££ SS. —j 40 ^ - 

OMteate itMlf with lootia* otl|l# to ittmt wlth th . JggJj; f0igM 

La U» of lu precioe. rr#Mh . HoMLeLm. « gS 

motels *.*d eliminating tba ixp#rt eMed aad capable army o( Vriul. .ad 

eativ* • aabNMMh Daria* tba M .iruody baaa feahioeed 

17th rentarr. tba French [rom tk . ..dtodptteed mam of FrMC# * To ““ Ut M# " 
oeoapLc the wetter, third of 

tba Isisnd (modara Haiti) aad ^ ttalemata eadad with tba 
began the cultivation of of l,Ht troop, from 

settled pLDt.tiooa. Flaautioaa 
geqeifa: .Lem, .mi by 1744 
the iUw popaLtio. .ambarad 
around 20,IN. By 17M this 
f|*ura bad Lcreaaod to 284.444 
aad by tba eve of tba 
ravolut on. bad doubled to half 
a million. 

By l/.o. Haiti waa tba mom 
produ' ti»e colooy tbe eorid 
bad ret *ean. out-producia* 
tbe whole of North America In 
• number of primary 
commodities Tba maritime 
eUi*« of Franca became 
eno nouily rich oa tba 
proceeds Whole LduatrLs 
within Freace depnodad on tbit 
•lame coloay. ___ 


military dictator. albeit with 


overwhelming support of tba 


.. ^k:i^Lw.i 

La tolaad had 

erode. Tbt 

sections of 

1 itself begun to 

i moot radical 
La black 

pap^tloa an 

d their Laden. 

including La 

ai-aLva general 

Daaaaliaaa. 

mistrusted 

Toassalnt's 

policy of 

racoecilLttoa. 

TP Lorn It 

looked Uka 

a conspiracy to 

1 restore tba aid eapramacy of 1 

tba wbltaa. 

Thera la m 

avidaaca that 

Touawlnt would 

aver have e 

auateaaaced tba 

restoration of aLvary; vat It L 

epparaet Let 

ba believed Let 

France could 

ba acoepted aa a 

partMr la a 

prosperous bat 

free coloay. 

BMaperte had 


ralatioaabipt with black me. 
were to be deported to 
Fraaoo, aU black. Lm tba 
raak of tLptala t. tba army 
war. to ba replaced by whites 
When the Preach force Laded, 
whites tba former free black. 
Md tbe ra.Lt to patty 
boergoototo rallied to thorn. 
Coafrea tatloa between tba 
Fraocb aad black armto. moo 


•a. a price la ba pali f«J**• 
r epfltity, aad It waa paid by 


Owla* to tba rata 

at wbleb African labour wu 
worked to death. 41,101 had la 
h. imported ovary year. Tbi. 
meant that tba majority of tba 
•Lvo population wm Africa, 
bora - and bitterly reaentfal 
of the aLvary to which they 
bad bean Introduced. 

For many year., eecaped aLvoa 
formed marooa communities 
numberia* aavaral tboaaaad la 
total, forming a permanent 
-lampla aad • threat to tba 
white aLve owaars Working 
in tba quaai-factory coadltlOM 
of tha plaatatloo, maay of the 
slave* ware la a ooodltloa 
••semblia* that of a modara 
; roleteriat rather thaa a 
uropaaa paaaaatry. Tba 
wnera of cooraa raactad to 
me tbraat aacb a labour force 
•presented with farocloua 
hatred aad fear. Fanatically 
n»m-ut to aal to ad coloaf 

rejudiea raptocad tba aarltor 
"Lied coda that governed 
-Ltloaa between black aad 
white a* the economic 


imperatlven grew more 

stringent. Eventually there 

came to be no La* thaa 121 
leitlflcatioaa of tba colour of 
moae bora to rnLad parentage* 
,i.,d complai refulatloa* 
- forced with regard to tba 
rloui shades. 

•i of tba 1711 ravolettoa la 
snet with It* watchwords of 
edom aad liberty was tba 
mal for a aow pbasa of 
tatioa aad discontent. 


oatty • 

mb man g 

volt ala 



m# 




Deaeaitae* escaped aa attempt 
to capture him. aad prepared 
to lead tha Laarractlos Of 
tba 84,444 man tba French bad 
at tba begLaiag of tba 
campaign, 14.444 ware dead, 

1.444 Incapacitated through 
illaoas aad aaly 2.440 remaiaad 
capable of fighting. Tba 
majority of tba msLttoea 
however. oapaeLUy tba 
wealthier eLmoats .tack with 
tba Preach. Bat aow tba 
black masaei bad eipertoeced 
and determined military 
Ledarahip. Bonaparte Met 

24.444 reLforoemeats, .Lag 

with a aaw commander. HI* 
first move was to aoaoeaoo 
tha ImmedLte reLtrodoetloa 
of aLvary aad to orgaaLe tba 
aateraLattoe of tba msiattoee 
aad tba ooafiaoatioa of their 
property. Irieod aad foe alike. 
Oeoe again, tba maLttoaa 
changed allegLecs Tba war 
aow, for tba first time, bad 
ail tba appearance of a reoe 
war. bleak end mulatto agaiast 
tba Fraocb. Tat. aa 

tbroagboat tba conflict, tba 
rani Lean waa baaed oa tba 
•treggle of claaeos tba 
oasLvers aad tba aasLvad. 

Tba war became a war of 
frank eatermLattoa with tba 
aim of sLaghtaring tba rabaia 
aad rapLciag them with labour 
brought directly from Africa 
which kaaw nothing of tha 
revolutionary (login* of 
freedom aad equality. Tba 
Fraocb attempted to terrorise 
the blacks witk tka moat 
barbarous torture* sad maaa 
.sections Tba civil 

popuLtioa continued to resist, 
aad with more determination 
thaa before. AU cltlvated 
areas ware burst to tba ground 
to prevent them being of om 
to tba Preach. DemaUaes 
responded to tha Preach 
barbarities la kind. Tba 
terrorists ware terrorised. As 
Boaaparta prepared to send 
massive aaw armaments to tba 
IsLad, tba war between Britain 
aad France was renewed. Tba 


property. Uaforteaately they 
stoo retained their sympathies 
far tba couater-ravoLttoa aad 
| slavery, aad whoa a fresh 

appeared. tha popaLtLa 
«kd masMcred them. British aad 
American white* ware spared 
•*k .long with tha skilled workman 
«•* aad pr lasts Only tka 
Tba gMtractioa of tba Fraocb fleet 
a t Trafalgar prove*tad tba 
*ka dtapetcb ef a lartkar Preach 
*‘«k eipedltion - M prised aad 
tka valuable a posMaaioa had tha 
wad ooiooy bees Tbe reselteet 
t.ry aoeoemte isolation. ooopLd 
wnt wlth tb« devastation wrought 
k»a* b y the war. meant that Haiti 
HL ram lined ruined economically 
»®b for maay year* to ooms 
*£ Tbt 

toes 4 free black antic hod bee 
bair farmed By dm labour, aad 
Uka. ecrage ef tka farmer *ves 


bad received a fatal Mew. 


their capacity la 


Tba activities of tbe 
•hsmaaitarLa*' aad abol¬ 
itionists that wa her so mach 
abet are Mttrely peripheral 
to this gigantic straggle. CIB 
jamas, who wrote what to still 
tba classic account of tba 
DLck war ef tadepeodeoce. 
oberved; 


Bonap arte la Bpaia. tba beraiag 

that fills tba histories of tba 




r 


con (title of virtual chaos 
tued as tha cetaadiag 
ups endeavoured to 

> ghter each other. The 

si* *a popuLtioa aometlmea 
fond thamtalvas fighting with 
the Mulatto (misod rae) class 
•gsiit tba white •»* 
•outline agalnat both, 
fhro igbet tba ooefUct, tbe 
mt*r nedLte MeLtto class 


retoratie of slavery. 

Tba armle ander Touaaaiat 
became ever more powerful; 
and although tba British 
govsrnmet continued lor thre 
year* to throw man and monny 
Into tha fight against those 

they termed 'bandit*'. It 
avetually resulted L tha 
worst defeat of tha British 
army in colonial history. 
BLck armle fought not only 

tha British, bat armlta formed 
by Preach iLva owners and 
msLttes. who remained 
doggedly pro-BrttLh. Tot by 
tha ed of 1741 tha British 

had effectively lost, having 
saffarad 14.444 casualties. At 
tbe aad of 1741. tha British 

evacuated tha IsLad. 

TouaMlnt quickly eliminated 
tha danger presented by tha 
meLttos and turned his 
attetloa to tha Spanish. Tha 
Spanish troops ware routed, 
and la Jaauary 1800, tha 


became an ope war; even 
fiercer thaa tboe of the 14 
yer War of Ldeped e cs. 
Tha Franck armle saffarad 
enormous Lose and warn 
comprehensively outfought. 
Yet ToaiMlnt still preferred to 
hoop negotiation* open with 
tha French and deaplte tha 
demoralisation of tha Preach 
force, ha and La other black 
Laden agreed to a peace. 
Only DetMlLes remaiaad clear 
that tha fight had to ba 
fought to a conclusion. 
Toeaaiat himself we 
treeeherously taken captive by 
the Preach and deported to a 
remote prison la Franco where 
ba soe perished of hunger and 
cold. His Let words at ba 
waa put oa board tha ship to 
France at a prisoner wart: 




la Nay 1142, tha Preach 
bourgeoisie openly dtcLrod 
their head: aLvary waa to ba 
rolotrodocod la ail La 
colonies. As soon as La saw* 
reached La bLek popuLtioa la 
See Domingo, an lanarroctloo 
broke out. At first, Lo 
Laden of tka si-aLvo armle 
refused to move. Ive 
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of U« demonstration wosld bo lit. but 


■oood •yatem ond tbo roily 


Various organisations promloed 
moos mobilisations tad 
stewards. Ot tbo day ItaoU, 


oltbor stewards or demon- 
•tratora oa tbo lo«loal routes, 
lacladMf tbo*# to aad fro* 
tbo local stations, that both 
faaolata aod •atl-faaclata •sold 
taka to raoeb Thamesmeed, 
despite tbara being o large 
group of IMP aad other 
faaolata it Abbey Wood. It 
•at ooty oar laterveettoe 
•bleb highlighted aad removed 
tbo faoclat threat fro* that 
area. Why •ora tbara oo 
stewards tbara to hold tbo 
area for tba protect loo of 
cooator demonstrators? Where 
•aa tbo coocorn for tbOM who 
•ora to bo partieipaata la tbo 
•ati-faoelat rally? Why «aro 
both theae ttatlooa ceded to 
tba faaclata to oorly oo la tbo 
day? 


It. bet managed 

to disrupt It 

•ad force It to be turned abort 

of Its objective. 

Not only had 

tha hijackers 

of the anti- 

1 fascists abandoned all attempts 

at a principled opposition, not 

loaly had they 

betrayed the 

1 trust of tha 

mill toot pro- 


all atto.pt> M b***' liWy *1U yatbar ^ * 

Mrttloa. not * we fo 

it.aaMi >Ka Deoonie a growing prooiem aeo 


that thla ceacor boa la bo 


Adtloo bop 
oeb inltlativoa 
II oootlaoo to do 
toy moat It bo 
olplod opposition 
i mb bo tat up? 
wo tbo deceit of 
loft It orarooao 
it It It long poot 




boforo a 
• I to tbo fa 


■ ooooo. It la with regret that | 

AFA oooo 

prodictloo boa boot borao oat; I Mt Tt daak 




Whoever took tboaa declalooa 
•at reapooaiblo for tbo 
faaolata' aaccoaa. Whoever 
•at reepoaaiblo tbould bo to 
the dock faolag cbargoa. not 
tboM who vara arretted whilst 
actually opposing faaciam, or 
tboae who aagor aod 
fruatratloa. deliberately buUt 
op by the organlMrt' pre-demo 
rhetoric aad obvloua hyperbole, 
•at vested. uaoloaaly, oa tbo 
forcet of the state. Scoot* 

•ere tent to tbo mala body of 
demooatratora to aak for 
aaalttaoce when tba INF 
march appeared. Needleee to 
lay, tbo appeal! eere Ignored. 


REMEMBERED 


pbotograpba Of Ideetifytag 
•Itooaaoa to arrest. They 
•are abaadoood to tbo loader 
•or dot of tbo a tote. At tbo 
OMt meeting caUod by tbo 
campaign AFA preeeotod two 
document* (both of •bleb aro 
avallablo from AFA) for 
dlacuaaloa aad adoption. Theae 
•ore dlicoaaad oa Jttb June. 
Theae papora •ora the only 
oooa aeon at aay mooting of 
tba lotaa Adam* Family 
Campaign. Oee contained a 


objective* for tba future of 
tbo campaign, tbo otbor 
ooetalaod a critique of the 
Nay 25th counter demon¬ 
stration. 

Tbo cooduct of tbo mooting 
•u aucb that tba propoMl aod 
objective# ware Ignored and 
tba critique dtacuooed at mao 
length with ladlvlduala and 
groupa taking cloaod dofoealve 
petition* oa aay crltlclam they 
Identified aa pertaining to 
tbemaolvee. it waa apparent 
tbit certain groupa were 
operating from a bidden 
agenda defined to taka control 
of the campaign. Juat aa the 
25th Nay demoaatretlon wee 
hijacked to moot a bidden 
agenda. The dlacuaaion 
culminated la AFA bolag 


Glasgow 

Commemoration 


One hundred people attended a 
»ed Action benefit aoclel lor 
the IIA and INLA FOWa and In 
commemoration of the 
Republican Hunger atrlke of 
1981. 

The Bridgeton Republican flat# 
band played 2 routing Mta. a* 
did the Irish folk band, the 
Blarney Pilgrims. A ipeeker 

I from the Republican Band* 
Alliance eipreased their 
aupport. thanked RA for 
organlalng the event, and 
ttretMd the need to ralae 


SM.itd. Too oao ao* 
Rapa difference. Wo hot 
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phyilcal and moral tupport for 
all Republican prlaonar*. 

Partly In recognition of our 
effortt to ralae aupport for 
Republican prlaonara. Glaagow 
RA mambera ware Invited to 
)oln the newly formed Glaagow 
Hunger Strike commemoration 
committee which It planning a 
major public meeting, toclal 
and march through Glaagow 
city centre on September 8th 
and 7th. We have already 
pledged that the proceed* of 
our nait eoclal (to be held In 
Auguat) will be ipllt entirely 
between priaoaeri organliationi 
and the Hunger Strike 
committee In order to help 
them finance thia major event. 
Glaagow RA aiao Intend 
building aupport for the Hunger 
Strike commlttee'i actlvltlea 
by holding a public meeting 
and film ahow about the 1111 
Hangar Strike and its 
ilgnlflcance today. Thii la 
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According to a mole deep inside Fortress Wepptn*. Sun 
columtst Gar/ Buihell, waa recently involved In on incident 

which left him nursing a variety of serious injuries. ^_ 

True to form, the Sun ma.w»gement deny any mich mndent 
took place, eiplaming hi* abeenre by insisting the tniuries 
sustained resulted from a fall at hi* home. 

However judging from the damage reported done; three 
broken riba, broken ankle, fecial Injurle. and a possible 
broken now. It would appear 'Gal', fell about repeatedly 
and for a considerable length of time. 

Bushell. a one time left-wing activist once insisted, during 
an Interview in IMS that *1 have a lot of roapeci lor 
Red Action 'cos they're out their doing It. I don't necessa¬ 
rily agree with them all the way...etc" seems to have 
come full circle. 

Doing a piece In the Sun on the unemployed and homeless 
In London earlier this year, he was photographed in the 
company of a certain Terry Blackman, whofor the benefit 
of the notoriously gullible Sun readership waa presented 
as white, unemployed and home less. In reality Terry Blackm¬ 
an Uvea with hi* parent* In Croydon and it also London 
organiser for the National Front. 

Buahell'* former friend* are legion rrlM-croaalng the compl¬ 
ete political spectrum from the far right to the far-left 
and back again, so the identity of the perpetrators or 
the Mads most likely', ha* ao lar even baffled thoae. who 
after similar incidents usually feature near the top of 
the 'usual suspects list' themselves. 

However one thing seems clear should they feelthe need 
to return. 'BUSHELL IN THE BOX' may become his perm# 
ne t address . 


Spaa kart, who Included 'Aa 
FboMoeht'a' editor, * treated 
the importance of Connolly's 
role In shaping Irleh history 
and* tba rolovaace of hia Idaaa 
today. 

What la particularly ref reeking 
•bout this march la Its solidly 
working class composition. 
Unlike many M-cnlled Irish 
solidarity marches elsewhere la 
Britain. the Connolly 
commlttoa. nloog with tha 
Republican Bands Alliance, 
have tba support of ordinary 
working class people with a 
ganulna will to do something 
over bare that makes a 
dlffaranca over there. If tha 
rait of tha loft In Britain took 
■ loof out of their book, wo 
would bo aomowhoro nearer 
building a ganulna solidarity 
movement with tha Irish 


Block 
ndlan 



la Bdlaburgh and In Glasgow 
oa the parade which took 
place beforehand, Rad Action 
mambera wore besieged by 
people asking for our "FOR 
THB IRA AGAINST THE 
COMMON ENEMY" itlckers. 
There was also aa agcellent 
response to an AFA leaflet 
wklch was distributed. 


planned for late August. 

Edinburgh 


Over 1,000 people attended 
this yeer'a annual James 
Connolly commemoration march 
despite a media campaign to 
get the march banned and a 


loyalist/fascist couatar demo 
of 2101 

Tha coremereorstioa wa« 
particularly Important becauM 
of the 75th analvarMry of tha 
Easier Rising aad tha crucial 
role that Edinburgh-bora Jamas 
Connolly and tba Irish CltUea'i 
Army played la this historic 
event. 



A conversation overheard, 
during the recent visit n( 
a Red Action delegation 

to Belfast for the 1991 

Internment/Hunger Strike 
commemoration. 

Two R.A. members, stand 
and watch as a mobile patrol, 
an Army jeep with two 

squaddies survey the public 

through the sight* of their 
rifle* from a hatch in the 
root. Hanked by two TtUC 
land-rover* arrogantly sweep* 
pa»t. 

"Look at thoae Brit bastards" 

remarks one. "Yeah", rrplie* 
the other. "Glvln* It the 
big un' )ust **?!*** they've 
got a sun roof* MI 


w— CONGN AT Ul AT ION S— 

To David, an AFA prisoner 
who recleved parole lor Sept¬ 
ember, and also to Neuan 
Qumlivan, Pearse McAuley 
and Martin Foran who left 
prison without Parole ! 



































































